July 25, 1907. | THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


Hoard of Crade Journal, 


Vol. LVIII.] July 25, 1907. [No. 556 


The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. — 
registered telegraphic address, “ Advantage, London,” Code—5th 
Edition A.B.C., telephone number 12807 Central. A statement 
of the objects and work of the Branch will be found on p. 194, 

The attention of British traders is directed to the Sample 
Room, where the following are on view, with other exhibits :— 




















Reference in “ Board 


of Trade Journal.” 
Samples. 








Date. \Page. 





Rafia wax from Madagascar .. pie ..| 4th July, 1907 39 
Silk produced by improved methods at Hochou oes or i 9 "9 34 
*¢ Pochote”’ fibre, cleaned, from Mexico ... bee i’ ae ea -. 34 
Angola root rubber, and Pungo Andongo rubber ... .. | 27th June, _,, 621 
Sardines canned at N agasaki- ie ie coe | 20th ,, - 575 
Bark, also pine-apple fibre, from Inhambane pes oso! 1BER 5s ” 525 
British grown cotton ... oe eee ove ee | 6th = ,, ” 453 
Silk and cocoons from Persia ade bed ‘2s ae a - » (455-9 
Cotton cloth sold in Albania.. on - ose ‘ “ . a 472 
Straw hats, for native wear, sold i in China ioe | 9th May, ,, 257 
Olive oil produced in South Australia eee nes a a a - 278 
Italian textiles sold in Egypt ay 2nd ,, ~ 234 
A substance somewhat similar to Irish Moss, made i in J apan 25th April, _,, 189 
Cotton seed and rubber from Angola ve = oon) SS ae 140 
Soap soldin Cuba... see ce eee | Tith ,, 9 59 
Cotton grown in Asiatic Turkey a one .| 24th Jan, ,, 193 
Woollen and Worsted Yarns in demand in J apan .. oo} 17th , os 139 
Sundry articles made of artificial rubber in Sweden ...| 10th ” 9 84 
Fish Skin from Sicily... eee one _ nt ee 35 
Vegetable Fat from Guatemala ose --- | 27th Dec., 1906 625 
Guayule Rubber, raw and manufactured, from Mexico . 20th , m 575 
Sundry fibres from Mexico ... ose eee oe --- | 15th Nov., 325 
Hosiery Yarn from Mexico ... jini ae pin ~ 325 
Vegetable Fibres from Chungking .. bb buss Ist 225 
Sweaters, of German make, used by ‘the Chinese .. eee | L1th Oct., 56 
Japanese Paper, Flannelette and Cottons sold in Corea .. 13th Sept. 512 











The following Special Trade Enquiry Offices are also. at 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C.:—India, Dominion of Canada, 
Queensland, Transvaal and Orange River Colony. Statements 
of the objects and work of these Enquiry Offices will be found 
on p. 195. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE, 


BRITISH INDIA. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: INDIA OFFICE. 
The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to receive 
Tenders from such persons as may be willing to 
Railway Wagons. supply Railway Wagons. The Conditions of 
Contract may be obtained on application to the 
Director General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and 
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BRITISH INDIA—continued. 


Tenders are to be delivered at that Office by 2 p.m., on the 2nd 
August. 

A copy of the Conditions may be examined by British contractors 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


The Directors of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway 
Saints thaien. Company are prepared to receive up to noon on 
saat Ae Wednesday, 7th August, tenders for the supply 
Fittines: Rea OF 7 Carriage underframes and fittings; 2. 
B8 ; Red and white lead; 3. Wheels and axles for 

and White Lead ; . d Tend st q 
Wheels and Axles, C2'™ages and wagons. Tenders must be made 
on forms, copies of which, with specifications, 

can be obtained at the offices of the Company, Gloucester House, 
2, 3, and 4, Bishopsgate Street Without, London, E.C., on pay- 
ment of 21s: each (which will not be returned). The Directors 

do not bind themselves to accept the lowest or any tender. 


According to the official ‘‘ Indian Trade Journal,” the extensive 
destruction of lighters and cargo boats which 
Ave’ f attended the recent cyclone at Karachi is caus- 

_. «pongo ing serious embarrassment and has thrown a 
inating Cargo. greater strain on the already inadequate supply 
of labour. It seems very possible, adds the “ Journal,” that ina 
progressive port like Karachi the simultaneous destruction of so 
large a part of the mechanism of the trade, and the consequent 
necessity for expenditure in replacing it, may give a fresh actuality 
to proposals for the adoption of loading appliances more literally 
mechanical. 


Labour-Saving 


The “ Journal” also remarks that in India, presumably owing to a 
plentiful supply of cheap labour, time-saving 
agricultural machines, such as the self-binding 
reaper, have little scope outside of the new canal 
colonies in the Punjab. There labour is scarce at all times and was 
particularly so during the past wheat harvest owing to the plague 
scare. One of the results of this state of affairs is that eight reaping 
machines were at work in the canal colonies last season. ‘These 
colonies,” adds the ‘“ Journal,” ‘‘are rapidly extending, and, as 
each extension tends to enhance the labour difficulty, there are 
fairly clear indications that labour-saving machines for the heavy 
wheat harvest are more or less urgently required ; but a corres- 
pondent, who is au fait with the situation, expresses the opinion 
that a manual delivery combined reaper and mower would be more 
useful to the farmer in the canal colonies than a string binder.” 


Combined Reapers 
and Mowers. 
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CANADA. 


The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Government Offices, 17, Victoria Street, 
London, 8.W., whence further information 
regarding them may be obtained :-— 


HOME ENQUIRIES. 

An English firm manufacturing sauces, pickles, potted meats, 
fish pastes, &c., are prepared to appoint representatives in one or 
two districts in Western Canada not at present covered by their 
agents, viz., Winnipeg, Calgary, Vancouver and Victoria. 

A Liverpool firm shipping metals, oils, jute-bags, chemicals, oil- 
seeds, spices, &c., desire to get into touch with Canadian buyers of 
these goods, and on the other hand are also prepared to attend to 
the sale of Canadian produce in Great Britain on behalf of Canadian 
exporters. 

A London agent offering good references in London and Man- 
chester desires appointment as buying agent or representative for 
first-class Canadian firms dealing in cottons, woollens, hardware, 
metals, jute, ropes and chains. 

Inquiry is made by a correspondent respecting the possibility of 
obtaining an appointment as buying representative in London for 
Canadian dry goods establishments. 

A London firm of produce brokers in touch with large buyers 
desire to be placed in communication with Canadian packers of 
fruits, &c., with a view to representing them on the English market. 

Enquiry is made from Southampton for names of leading butter 
exporters in Canada with a view to supplies being obtained. 

A Dundee firm interested in the manufacture of sacking, and in 
flax, hemp and jute textiles generally, desire to get into correspon- 
dence with Canadian importers. 


HONG-KONG ENQUIRIES. 

Enquiry has been received from a firm of merchants and com- 
mission agents at Hong-Kong for names of Canadian exporters of 
skins. 

From the same quarter enquiry is made for names of firms in 
Canada likely to import silk piece-goods, cassia lignea, firecrackers, 
and other China produce. (ood references are offered. 


CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 

Enquiry is made from Toronto for the names of large manufac- 
turers of linoleum in Great Britain, the thickness required being 
five-sixteenths. 

Enquiry is made by a Canadian correspondent interested in a 
graphite property in Nova Scotia for the names of persons in Great 
Britain who would be prepared to take up a proposition of the 
kind. 

Note——For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 


17, Victoria Street, S.W. 


Commercial 
Enquiries. 





















































152 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL, [July 25, 1907, 





Openings for British Trade. 





CANADA—continued. 
The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Government City Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., 
whence further information regarding them may be obtained :— 


HOME ENQUIRIES. 

A London firm possessing a Canadian connexion are about to 
open offices in Montreal for the purpose of representing exclusively 
United Kingdom manufacturers. They would like to secure the 
agency of a first-class Sheffield cutlery manufacturing house. 

A company manufacturing felt and straw hats wish to get into 
communication with buyers in Montreal, Quebec, Ottawa, Hamilton, 
London, St. John, New Brunswick, Halifax and Edmonton. 


Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Canadian Government City 
Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 
The Commercial Intelligence Branch have received from the Officer 
Telegraph and in Charge of the Australian Commonwealth 
Tele ate Offices in London (Capt. R. Muirhead Collins, 
Materia! Coin C.M.G.), copies of the tender forms, specifica- 
pres a tions, &c., relating to the following contracts 
‘open to tender. Tenders are to be delivered to 


the respective departments before noon on the dates given below : 


January 8th, 1908.—Supply and delivery of one common battery 
switch-board and 3,000 subscribers’ telephones to 
the Postmaster-General’s Department at Adelaide. 

September 9th, 1907.—Supply and delivery of lead-covered paper- 
insulated telephone cable to the Postmaster- 
General’s Department at Brisbane. 

Ditto —Supply and delivery of telegraph and tele- 
phone instruments, stores and material to the 
Postmaster-General’s Department at Brisbane. 

Ditto —Supply and delivery of coin attachments to 
the Postmaster-General’s Department at Brisbane. 

Tender forms and specifications can be obtained at the Common- 
wealth Offices in London, 72, Victoria Street, S.W., where also 
preliminary deposits on tenders may be made. Copies of the 
specifications may be inspected at the Commercial Intelligence 

Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 





Capt. Collins states that the time for the receipt of tenders for the 
é ; supply to the Postmaster-General’s Department 
Desiccating in Western Australia of a desiccating apparatus 
Apparatus with ith motor-driven ait pump for telephone cable 
Motor-driven Air |. (see “ Board of Trade Journal” for 13th 
Pump for June, p. 492) has been extended to noon on 


Telephone Cable , 
Work. the 6th September, 1907. 
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EGYPT. 

The Acting British. Consul at Cairo (Mr. P. Sciortino) reports that 
tenders are invited by the Egyptian Coast 
Motor Launches. Guard Administration for the construction of 
two motor launches, each 37 feet by 5 feet 
8 inches, with internal combustion engines of 30 b.h.p., revolutions 
about 600 p.m., to consume Russian petroleum of *825 density. 
Builders may quote for one or for two boats, delivered f.o.b. steamer 
for Egypt, chocked, secured and with lifting slings. The time of 
delivery must also be stated, and plans and full specification of 
hull and engines must accompany each tender. Tenders, in sealed 
envelopes, marked ‘“ Tender for the supply of Motor Launches,” 
will be received by Mr. A. M. Gordon, M.I.N.A., Naval Architect 
and Engineer, Baltic Chambers, Wellington Street, Glasgow, 
and by the Director-General, Coast Guard Administration, 

Bab-el-Louk, Cairo, before noon on the 15th August next. 
A copy of the conditions of tender may be examined by British 
builders at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 


Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


The Administration of the Egyptian State Railways and Tele- 
graphs invite tenders for the supply of 310,000 
Cardiff Coal. metric tons of Cardiff colliery screened steam 
coal, in accordance with the _ specification 
which may be obtained at the office of the Inspecting Engineer in 
London, Lieut.-Col. J. H. Western, R.E., C.M.G., Queen Anne’s 
Chambers, Broadway, Westminster, 8.W., on payment of 2s. per 
copy. ‘Tenders, accompanied by a stamped paper of 30 milliémes 
(also to be obtained from Lieut.-Col. Western) must be delivered 
by registered post to the General Manager, Egyptian State Rail- 
ways, Cairo, by noon on Ist October. 
A copy of the specification may be inspected on application at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, E.C. 


The Egyptian ‘“ Journal Officiel” announces that the Ministry 
Sik: of Finance invite tenders for (1) the supply of 

Olive Oil 500 okes of silk required for making the Holy 
’ Carpet, viz., 200 okes of silk “ Aksira” for 

warp, and 300 okes of “ Italian” silk for woof; (2) the supply of 
7,390 okes 272 drachms of pure olive oil. Samples of silk and 
specifications may be examined at the ‘“ Secrétariat” of the 
Ministry of Finance at Cairo. Tenders should be written on 
stamped paper of 30 milliémes (which can be obtained from Lieut.- 
Col. J. H. Western, R.E., C.M.G., Queen Anne’s Chambers, Broad- 
way, Westminster, London, 8.W.) and should be delivered in 
sealed registered envelopes at the Ministry of Finance, Cairo, before 
noon on the 10th September in the case of (1) and the 8th Septem- 


ber in the case of (2). 
Oke = 2°75 lbs. avoirdupois. 
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NORWAY. 


H.M. Consul at Christiania (Mr. F. E. Drummond-Hay) reports 

that tenders are invited by the Commissariat of 

Galvanising Zinc. the Norwegian Navy at Horten for the supply 

and delivery of 16,000 kilograms of new soft 

galvanising zinc, free from slack. Tenders, marked “ Anbud paa 

Zink,” should be addressed to ‘‘ Marinens Intendantur, Horten,” 
where they will be received up to 1 p.m. on the 30th July. 

A copy of the conditions may be examined by British firms at 

the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 


Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


H.M. Consul also reports that tenders are invited by the Norwegian 
UY Ae State Railways for the supply and delivery of 
Motors with three petroleum motors with suction pumps. 
mieisttiaia: Mme Tenders marked “ Anbud paa 3 Motorer med 
PS. Pumper” are to be delivered at “ Styrelsens 
Expeditionskontor, Christiania” by 3 p.m. on the 9th August. 
Copies of the special conditions, specification and drawings, for- 
warded by H.M. Consul, may be examined by British makers at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


NoTtE.—Apart from the usual Customs duties a preference of 
from 10 to 15 per cent. is given to Norwegian manufacturers. 

In all cases of Norwegian Government contracts it is obligatory 
that a resident agent should act for tenderers not residing in 
Norway, and be responsible to the Government, but it is not 
necessary for the agent to be a Norwegian firm. 





SWEDEN. 
H.M. Consul at Stockholm (Mr. H. M. Villiers) reports that an 


— announcement appears in the Supplement to 

Uniform Cloth. the ‘‘ Post och Inrikes Tidningar” of 16th July, 

to the effect that the Swedish Royal Telegraph 

Company invite tenders for the supply of 400 metres of ‘ Boj ” 

baize and 1,600 metres of two different kinds of materials for 
uniform. 

The Consul has forwarded copies of the contract and specifica- 
tion forms for tender (in English), together with some samples of 
materials which are sent as an indication of what is required. 
Tenderers should send samples of what they consider suitable 
materials, of a similar nature to the samples forwarded by the 
Consul, and if the contract is awarded them they must adhere to 
their samples. The terms of the contract as set forth must be 
strictly adhered to in all particulars. 

Tenders will be received until noon on Ist August, in envelopes 
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SW EDEN—continued. 


marked ‘“ Anbud a bekladnadsmaterialier,” addressed to Kungl. 
Telegrafstyrelsen, Stockholm. 

Copies of the contract and specification forms may be obtained 
by British manufacturers at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., where 
also the samples of materials may be seen. 


H.M. Consul at Gothenburg (Mr. J. Duff) reports that the Board of 
Directors of the Royal Trollhittan Canal and 
Turbines. Waterworks invite tenders for the supply of 
four turbines, each of 10,000 horse-power, with 
accessory regulators, &c. The turbines are to be delivered com- 
plete with fittings, &c., not later than lst September, 1909. 
Tenders are to be submitted before the 15th September, 1907. 
The programme, and all further particulars, may be obtained from 
the Managing Director of the Royal Trollhattan Canal and Water- 
works, Trollhittan, Sweden. 
A copy of the programme, together with drawings, may be 


examined by British makers at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
_ of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


Mr. Duff also reports that tenders are invited for the supply 
cietetn: Sete of the electric equipment for the Government 
Plant Power Station at Trollhattan, comprising three 
electric generators for direct current, each of 
350 kilowatt; one accumulator -battery of 4,800 ampére-hours 
capacity; four three-phase generators, each of a maximum 
of 11,000 kilovolt ampéres; twelve transmitters, each of a 
maximum of 3,670 kilovolt ampéres, with connexions, regulators 
and control tables. Sealed tenders, marked ‘“‘ Anbud a elektrisk 
utrustning for Statens kraftverk,” should be sent to the Managing 
Director of the Royal Trollhattan Canal and Waterworks, Troll- 
. hiittan, Sweden, by noon on the Ist October next. Tenders are 
binding until the 1st January, 1908. Delivery is to be completed 
by the Ist September, 1909. 

Further information may be obtained from the Managing 
Director, from whom a copy of the programme can be had against 
a deposit of 50 kroner, which will be returned on receipt of a 
tender in accordance with the programme. 


In connexion with contracts for large electric machinery such 
as that referred to in the foregoing notices, H.M. Legation at 
Stockholm point out that although it is doubtful whether orders 
for the larger machinery required for power-houses would be placed 
abroad by the Swedish Government—such machinery being readily 
produced in Sweden itself—yet English manufacturers might 
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SW EDEN—continued. 


endeavour to secure orders for the finer instruments required, such 
as measuring instruments, gauges, &c., which are not manufactured 
in Sweden, and which will be required in course of time. 


H.M. Consul at Gothenburg further reports that tenders are invited 
for the supply of 1,300 tons of iron masts for 

Iron Masts. power transmission to Sydsvenska Kraftaktie- 

bolaget at Malmé. Delivery is to be effected 
between Ist October, 1907, and 3lst May, 1908. Tenders must be 
delivered before the 7th August. 

The programme and drawings may be obtained from the above- 
mentioned address. Copies of both may be inspected by British 
manufacturers at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





NETHERLANDS. 


The Acting British Consul at Rotterdam (Mr. J. W. van Dyk) 
reports that on the 5th August next the Muni- 
Soft Iron. cipality of Rotterdam will receive tenders for 
the supply and delivery of about 1,000 tons of 
soft iron in rods. 

A copy of the specification may be examined by British manu- 
facturers at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 

Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





BELGIUM, 


H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp (Sir C. Hertslet) reports that 
Steam Heati tenders are invited by the Municipal Authorities 
cam meaning of that city for the following work :— 
Appenetas ; 1. The placing of alow-pressure steam heating- 
Electric Lighting . : 
Installati apparatus in a public hall recently erected by 
amen. the Town Authorities at the Place de Meir, 


Antwerp ; 
2. The installation of electric lighting for the new North Dock 


at Antwerp. 
Tenders for either of the above contracts should be delivered in 
sealed registered envelopes to Monsieur le Bourgmestre de la Ville, 
at the Hotel de Ville, Antwerp, not later than the 13th August. 
Deposits of 6,000 francs (about 240/.) and 7,000 francs (about 
2801.) will be required to qualify tenders for 1 and 2 respectively. 
Specifications can be obtained from the Hotel de Ville at Antwerp, 
at a cost of 0°50 franc each. Copies may be inspected by British 
contractors at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Yrade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 
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FRANCE. 


H.M. Consul-General at Havre (Mr. W. R. Hearn) reports that 
although the United States and Canada have 
practically captured the market for agricultural 
machinery in France, yet the field must be 
so extensive that there is still plenty of room for British manu- 
facturers to work in. He says that in view of the antiquated 
wooden ploughs and harrows seen not only all over France but in 
‘adjoining countries, it is surprising that agents are not found 
everywhere inducing the peasants to adopt improved modes of 
agriculture and sending home huge orders for modern implements. 


Agricaltural 
Machinery. 





PORTUGAL—AZORES. 


H.M. Consul at St. Michael’s (Mr. W. Read) reports that a 
A haberdashér in that town wishes to receive 
a samples of laces, embroideries, &c., from a 
sar i British manufacturer. Communications from 
British firms relative to this enquiry should be addressed to the 


- Consul. 





SPAIN—CANARY ISLANDS. 


H.M. Consul at Teneriffe (Mr. J. E. Croker) reports that a conces- 
sion has been granted by the Municipality of 
Gas Pipes. Santa Cruz to a merchant of Bremen to erect 
gas works. The concession extends over a 
period of seventy-five years, and concedes the sole right of laying 
gas pipes in the streets of Santa Cruz, and of supplying private 
houses with gas for lighting and cooking purposes. ‘To carry out 
the contract, a limited liability company has been formed in 
Bremen under the title of Gaswerk Santa Cruz de Tenerife 
Aktien Gesellschaft, with a capital of 850,000 marks (42,5001.). 
The concessionary rights have been transferred to this 
company, which has placed in the hands of the original conces- 
sion-holder the order for the erection of the works. The building 
of the works began in February last, and will be completed, it is 
said, by the end of the year. 





TURKEY: 
H.M. Consul-General at Smyrna (Mr. H. A. Cumberbatch, C.M.G.) 


has forwarded a translation of an article pub- 
Rice. lished in the ‘“ Bulletin ” of the French Chamber 
of Commerce at Smyrna, relative to the rice 

trade of that district, from which the following is taken :-— 
Rice being one of the principal articles of food of Asiatic peoples, 
finds in Smyrna a ready market, being in great demand amongst 
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TURKEY—continued. 


all classes. The total quantity of rice imported annually into the 
Smyrna market is from 50,000 to 60,000 bags (of 2 cwts. each), 
of which about two-fifths goes to supply the inland towns, the 
small ports along the Anatolian coast and the neighbouring islands 
which depend on Smyrna for their foodstuffs. 

The major portion of the rice imported is obtained from Burma, 
which supplies from 35,000 to 40,000 bags, the remainder coming 
principally from Egypt, Italy and Austria. The reason Rangoon 
rice finds the readiest sale is that besides being cheap enough 
to come within the reach of the consumer, it is of the quality 
generally preferred by the natives. Trieste and Fiume, however, 
compete very keenly with Rangoon by granting longer credit and 
affording the buyers the advantage of delivery at regular periods. 

A syndicate has been formed of the three principal firms 
importing Rangoon rice with the object of steadying the market 
and of avoiding the effects of disorganised competition. 

The average price of Rangoon rice is 18s. 6d. a bag, while that 
of rice from other sources varies from 18s. to 32s., according to 
quality. 

For some years past the amount of imports has remained prac- 
tically stationary, but it may well be assumed that the growth of 
the urban population and the opening up of the interior of Asia- 
Minor will lead to a considerable development of the trade in the 
whole of the district of which Smyrna is the commercial centre. 


The Acting British Consul at Trebizond (Mr. Wilkie Young) 

reports that, in the course of a recent tour over 

Steel Bridges. | some five hundred miles of his Consular district, 

he was much struck by the miserable state of 

disrepair into which the bridges have been allowed to fall. Most 

of these are of timber or timber on old stone foundations, and it 

seems that there might be a good opening for steel bridges of a 
simple pattern in all parts of the district. 





MEXICO. 


H.M. Consul at Mexico City (Mr. L. J. Jerome) draws attention to 
the demand in Mexico for electrical appliances 
such as electric lamps, incandescent or arc 
lights, high and low tension cables for transmis- 
sion lines, dynamos and motors, either steam or water-driven, &c. 
Many of the tramway systems are being altered from animal power 
to electric power. Factories are largely using motors with direct 
connexion, instead of the overhead system pulleys and belting for 


Electrical 
Appliances. 
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MEXICQ—continued. 


power transmission to machine tools. Mr. Jerome says nearly all 
the electrical appliances used at present in that country are 
American. 


Mr. Jerome points out that the expansion of the cities, notably the 
capital and Guadalajara, offers opportunities for 


oe building material, hardware, glass, sanitary 

“se goods, and similar articles. He adds: “ While 

warenes on this subject, | may mention that most of the 
Appliances. 


plumbers or ‘ sanitary engineers’ in Mexico are 
British, but on their subscribing to certain conditions, many have 
joined the Plumbers’ Federation of the United States: among these 
conditions is one which binds them to purchase only in the United 
States. The result is that, while Mexico is an ample field for this 
class of goods, British-made sanitary appliances are very seldom 
seen.” 


Mr. Jerome further reports that nearly all the Mexican railways 
Rai are suffering from a shortage of rolling stock, 
oa iy Pe soaches and good 
Rolling Stock. oth in passenger coaches and goods wagons. 
‘The same shortage,” he continues, “ exists to- 
day in the United States, and, while railway wagon builders would 
have to conform to American standards, with labour and material 
cheaper in the United Kingdom than in America, I believe our 
manufacturers should seek for an expansion of their trade by look- 
ing for orders from the railways of Mexico. Further, I believe that 
for these railways, situated partially or entirely in the tropical parts 
of Mexico, passenger coaches of the types used in British India 
would be very much more suitable to the requirements of this 
country than are the coaches made on the American pattern, which 
are for the most part built to suit the requirements of a climate 
which includes a Siberian winter season.” 


With regard to the street railways or electric tramways of Mexico 
City, which are equipped with American pas- 

Tramway Cars. senger cars, Mr. Jerome remarks that, although 

~ they are nearly all new, cars in use for over a 

year present a most dilapidated appearance: the flimsy material of 
which they are constructed, built to deceive the eye when new, 
rapidly takes on a shoddy and worn appearance when subjected to 
the extremes of damp and dryness, which alternate according to 
the season at the Mexican capital. The cars are built to be 
scrapped, and are hardly worth repairing after they have been run 
a few months. ‘They suffer, moreover, from having nearly all 
the movable brass parts stolen at night when in the pony 
yards. 
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MEXICO—continued. 


Mr. Jerome thinks that contractors for the erection of factories 
Industrial should find Mexico a fair field for profitable 
Enterprise action, the policy of the country being to 

, manufacture as much as possible in Mexico 
what Mexicans require. There is a considerable amount of industrial 
development quietly going on. Railway construction, for example, 
offers an opening for the sale of rails, bridge and culvert material, 
and contractors’ tools, such as shovels, picks, barrows, blasting, and 
quarrying tools. 


The British Vice-Consul at Colima (Mr. D. G. C. MacNeill) reports 
‘estan in a steadily growing demand there for all kinds 
ahaa tae of tinned goods, jams, pickles, biscuits, &c., all 

Colima mars} of cues linen, ee a silks, 

' threads, ribbons, We., cement electrical supplies, 

drugs and medicines of all kinds, also potatoes and dried and fresh 
fruits. 


He states also that the Government is considering the construction 

k of a new water and sewage system for Colima, 

Water Works both of which are badly needed, there being at 

and, Gowers. present a very inadequate water supply and a 

very inferior sewer system, the latter being especially bad. Mr. 

MacNeill adds that the geographical position of the city is 
admirably adapted to the easy installation of both systems. 


The British Consul at Vera Cruz (Mr. L. J. Nunn) reports that a 
Buildi capital of 650,000/. is to be raised for carrying 
uilding : 
Materials. out the harbour improvements at that port, 
and as three of the interested companies are 
British concerns, there should be a good opening for British manu- 
facturers to obtain the contracts for the supply of the materials 
that will be required for the erection of buildings, such as 
structural steel, cement, all kinds of woodwork, galvanised roofing, 
&ec. In addition, a thorough equipment of cranes and transporters 
of all kinds will have to be installed, together with a large amount 
of minor materials, including supplies of all kinds for a complete 
hotel outfit. 





COLOMBIA. 


H.M. Consul at Barranquilla (Mr. J. Gillies) calls the attention of 
Canadian exporters to the following articles in 
Canadian Produce. demand in Colombia, which are largely im- 
ported from the United States :—barley, flour, 
wheat, lard, oats, potatoes and lumber. He remarks that there is 
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no direct steamship line between Colombian and Canadian ports, 
but that the establishment of such a service would undoubtedly be 
productive of good results and would tend to an exchange of pro- 
ducts between the two countries. Coffee destined for Canada has 
now to go through American ports. The matter, he adds, is 
certainly worth serious consideration in view of the remarkable 
development in the export trade of the Dominion and the excellent 
outlet offered by the South American markets for Canadian surplus 
agricultural produce. 





PARAGUAY;,. 


H.M. Consul at Asuncion (Mr. C. W. G. Gosling), reporting with 
: _ regard to municipal improvements begun and 
— A. nagg er in that town, states that port works 
a have already been commenced and will include 
enlargement and dredging. The town is to be drained, lighted with 
electricity and supplied with running water, while an electric 
tramway is also to be laid down. Several French engineers, 
moreover, have been brought out by the Government for the purpose 
of constructing roads and bridges in the neighbourhood of 
Asuncion and in the various departments of the Republic. 





MANCHURIA: 
The British Vice-Consul at Tairen, formerly Dalny (Mr. H. G. 


Parlett), in his report for the seven last months 

Rolling Stock. of 1906, refers to the alteration of the present 
gauge of the Manchurian Railway to the 

standard gauge, and remarks that this and other changes will 
necessitate fresh supplies of engines, rolling stock, &c., from abroad. 


(Foreign Office, Annual Serves, No. 3,854.) 





COREA. 


Textiles, Prints, 
Biscuits, See article on p. 160. 


Underwear, &c. 
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EXHIBITION. 


RUSSIA. 


H.M. Consul at St. Petersburg (Hon. W. G. Thesiger), in his 
report on the foreign trade of Russia for the 


I iA al year 1906, states that a movement is on foot 
seen for the establishment of an _ international 
~eeanaat commercial museum, in which samples of the 


manufactures of the various nations may be 
exhibited. The Consul says that the interest that has been shown 
already in this idea, which is at present only in a preliminary 
stage, lends strength to the hopes of the promoters of the scheme 
that it may before very long be realised. It is hoped shortly to 
issue a definite programme giving the details of the lines on which 
the museum might be run, and then to ascertain how far the scheme 
would be supported by commercial bodies in the various countries. 


(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,852). 





CENSUS OF PRODUCTION. 


The first meeting of the Special Advisory Committee for the 
Shipbuilding Trade, in connection with the Census of Production, 
was held on the 23rd instant at the Board of Trade. There were 
present Mr. A. Wilson Fox, C.B. (in the Chair), Sir Benjamin 
Browne, Professor Chapman, Mr. G. Jones, Mr. H. W. Macrosty, 


Mr. G. J. Stanley, C.M.G., Mr. R. S. White, Mr. Sidney Webb, 
and the Hon. Noel Farrer, Secretary. 


The first meeting of the Special Advisory Committee for the 
Iron and Steel Trades was held on the 24th instant at the Board 
of Trade. There were present Mr. A. Wilson Fox, C.B. (in the 
Chair), Sir Hugh Bell, Bart., Mr. Bennett Brough, Professor S. J. 
Chapman, Sir Robert Giffen, K.C.B., Sir William TT’. Lewis, Bart., 
Mr. H. W. Macrosty, Mr. E. Parkes, M.P., Mr. G. J. Stanley, 
C.M.G., Mr. J. R. Winpenny, and the Hon. Noel Farrer, Secretary. 





ae CARERRE RN 


CAUTION TO BRITISH TRADERS (DENMARK). 


Information has been received at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade relating to a trader in Copenhagen 
(dealing chiefly in Birmingham goods), which will be communicated 


in confidence to British traders who may apply personally at 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 
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BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 


Nice and Monaco.—H.M. Consul at Nice (Mr. A. McMillan) 
reports that the leading French daily paper there does not contain 
a single British advertisement, which would seem to indicate that 
British traders do not think it worth their while to try to get the 
inhabitants of the Alpes Maritimes and Monaco, numbering about 
250,000, to be among their customers. Mr. McMillan remarks 
that neither those inhabitants on the one hand, nor British traders 
on the other, show any very active desire for the extension of their 
mutual trade relations. The region comprised within the boun- 
daries of the Alpes Maritimes and Monaco may be likened toa 
great luxurious hotel, the managers of which do everything they 
can to attract visitors, but take no trouble about commerce in 
general. It follows that the flow of commerce between the United 
Kingdom and that region depends on the number of seasonal 
visitors who require to be supplied with British articles, rather 
than on the exertions of traders in the direction of extending com- 
merce in general. 


Trebizond.—The Acting British Consul at Trebizond reports that 
during the past six months more British commercial travellers 
have visited ‘Trebizond than ever before, and all have expressed 
‘themselves satisfied with the results of their efforts in the district. 
There can be no doubt, he adds, that careful study on the spot of 
local conditions and requirements would reveal many branches of 
trade in which British firms could profitably compete not only 
with Continental rivals but also with the native producer. 


Lower California (Mexico).—The British Vice-Consul at Ensenada 
(Mr. J. H. Packard) reports that nearly all British manufacturers 
sending goods to that district quote prices f.o.b. London, leaving 
the purchaser to look up the matter of rates. He points out that 
all quotations should be made c.i.f. San Francisco or the rate given 
to that point. Goods should be shipped in bond on Mexican 
papers (Customs). If this be done a buyer can immediately figure 
the cost of the goods laid down in Ensenada. 


Puerto Mexico (Coatzacoalcos).—The British Vice-Consul at 
Puerto Mexico (Coatzacoalcos) (Mr. T. Gemmill) reports that 
travellers from the United Kingdom seldom visit that port or 
district. He says there seems to be a good field for energetic men 
with a good knowledge of Spanish. 


Brazil—H.M. Consul-General at Rio de Janeiro (Mr. 
Chapman) reports that, in view of the increasing foreign trade - 
Brazil, British trade requires better and more extensive local 
representation, and the adoption of more energetic measures. 
Personal acquaintance with the market and careful selection of an 
agent or commission merchant are, he says, necessary in order to 
obtain a knowledge of the requirements of the market and to ensure 
proper treatment of goods, for much trade is lost by confining 
transactions to correspondence. 
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British merchants and manufacturers, Mr. Chapman continues, 
should send representatives to Brazil to select agents and place 
their goods, and should be prepared to modify manufactures to 
meet demand. They should select agents of their own nationality, 
and not attempt the false economy of cutting down commission. 
The practice is not unknown in the Brazilian market of establishing 
a business on the reputation of British-made goods and then 
diverting that business to foreign-made goods. 

As for direct trade, it cannot, in Mr. Chapman’s opinion, be 
entertained with any degree of safety without personal knowledge 
of the market and the business methods that prevail, and this can 
be obtained only by residence. 

A local agent is most necessary in order to compete in tenders 
for contracts. In many cases the notice given is too short to 
enable contractors abroad to tender, and often by the time tenders 
are published and the Consul is able to telegraph home influences 
have prevailed and the matter is virtually settled. The intending 
contractor must be in touch with the market. 

Special attention, adds Mr. Chapman, should be given to the 
demand of the market for all weights and measures to be in the 
metric system. 

Translations into Portuguese are very necessary, and greater care 
in packing and attention to Customs regulations are required in 


shipping goods. 


Rio Negro (Uruguay).—H.M. Minister at Monte Video gives in 
his report for 1906 some remarks relative to British trade in the 
Department of Rio Negro by the Acting British Vice-Consul at 
Fray Bentos, from which the following is taken :-— 

The town of Fray Bentos, the capital of the Department of Rio 
Negro, being the only one of any importance in the Department, 
and also a port, may be said to comprise practically the whole 
trade of the district, ‘ cauien that part of it near to the town of 
Mercedes in the Department of Soriano. The direct trade with 
foreign countries, excepting Argentina, is very trifling, almost 
nil in fact, the local storekeepers, of whom there are several in a 
fairly large way of business, getting their supplies chiefly from 
import houses or merchants in Monte Video. The volume of 
business to be done, at present at all events, would be rather small, 
though perhaps enough in some commodities to make it worth 
while for merchants to initiate direct dealings with the place. 

It is hoped that before long the Midland Railway of Uruguay 
will be enabled to commence the construction of a branch line 
from Estacién Algorta, in the Department of Paysand4, to Fray 
Bentos, It is then almost certain that the place and the country 
through which the line will pass must develop considerably, and 
then there should certainly be better opportunities for British 
manufacturers and shippers, more particularly perhaps with regard 
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to everything required in the cattle-raising business, such as farm 
implements, fencing-wire, windmills and tanks, tools, cattle and 
sheep dip and pure-bred stock itself, and perhaps also as regards 
preserved provisions and household supplies. Especially would 
this be the case if, as has been mooted, the port in the town 
should be improved and a railway mole constructed where the 
new line could perhaps receive direct supplies of coal and materials 
from the United Kingdom. 

Trade in general is at present very limited and can only attain 
any importance as the country develops and becomes more 
populated; but at the same time it is possible that there may 
be sufficient movement to make it worth while for some British 
export firms to include Fray Bentos in the district visited by their 
travellers (who, needless to say, should be familiar with the 
Spanish language). It seems to be a very rare thing for a 
commercial traveller from a European house to visit the place, 
and first comers might secure a certain amount of direct trade 
which, however unimportant at first, it might be found quite 
worth while to cultivate. (vreign Office, Annual Series, 3,855.) 


Amoy.—H.M. Consul at Amoy (Mr. P. E. O’Brien Butler) 
reports that he receives the usual number of trade catalogues, &c., 
in which all sorts of impossible articles are offered for sale to 
the millions of China. ‘It appears,” he says, “that very hazy 
notions prevail as to the real condition of things in an average 
Chinese city such as Amoy. There is, for instance, no market for 
motor cars—there are no roads for them to run on. And to a very 
great extent all the other articles which are so freely advertised 
are useless in a country where nine persons out of ten live in 
pretty much the same way and with much the same conveniences 
or inconveniences as their ancestors 1,000 or 2,000 years ago. 
Take municipal arrangements as an example. Beyond the limits 
of the British Concession and the International Settlement on 
Kulangsu, both of which are admirably managed by their councils 
of landowners, but are too small, or perhaps I should say their 
revenues are too small, for extensive municipal developments, and 
passing over the Japanese Concession, which exists only on paper, 
we find the native city of Amoy, which has the reputation of being 
the dirtiest town in China. Sanitation is of the crudest descrip- 
tion, and is mostly confined to the removal of offal and filth when 
their presence becomes unpleasant even to Chinese. For water the 
inhabitants are dependent on wells which are to be found every- 
where among the houses and graves, the latter being found in 
nearly all parts of the town. Street lighting is rudimentary. 
Apart from lights in shops, where there are any, some houses have 
oil lamps, more or less effective, hung up over their doors, and all 
persons carry lanterns when in the streets after nightfall. Primi- 
tive as these arrangements are, I do not doubt but that the 
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aggregate outlay on them is not far short of what would be paid 
in taxes, with much greater advantage, to a properly organised 
municipality for the corresponding services.’ 


Corea.—H.M. Consul at Chemulpo (Mr. A. H. Lay) reports that 
the United Kingdom has shared lea in the notable expansion 
of the import trade of Corea during the past few years, and there 
is no reason why, with the moderate tariff in force, British goods 
should not maintain their position in the Corean market. It is 
only possible to arrive at an approximate idea of the proportion of 
the trade which is British: taking it as 25 per cent. of the whole, 
which is a very low estimate, its value amounted to about 750,000. 
in 1906. 

“The branch of trade,” he continues, “in which the United 
Kingdom is chiefly interested is that of cotton goods; of these, 
roughly speaking, over 300,000/. worth of the import into Corea 
was British. A great change has been experienced in this trade, 
for, whereas grey shirtings were formerly in greatest demand, they 
are being replaced by white shirtings, and to supply the market in 
1907 more contracts have been made for the latter than the former. 
It is difficult to say whether this decline in the enquiry for grey 
shirtings is of a temporary nature or not. In any case it is certain 
that the extremely high prices ruling in Manchester are curtailing 
the orders for British cotton goods, and full advantage is being 
taken of the fact by Japanese manufacturers. A fair proportion of 
the woollen goods imported is of British origin. In the case of 
galvanised, corrugated and flat sheet iron prices in the United 
Kingdom are almost prohibitive. As regards candles, in which 
the United Kingdom is much interested, it is estimated that a 
year’s supply was carried over from 1905 to 1906. Some of the 
mining supplies in 1906 were from the United Kingdom, but 80 
per cent. was American, as was most of the railway plant and 
material. The trade in paints and oils is mainly British, but 
Japanese paints are gradually finding a market. Amongst provi- 
sions, in the matter of biscuits British makes control the trade, but 
some Japanese biscuits are being imported. Very little British 
underwear finds its way into Corea. There is no special trade with 
Ireland, the Irish linen handkerchiefs, for example, being of too 
high a quality and value to compete with mixed linen and cotton 
and cotton handkerchiefs from the continent of Europe. Hong- 
Kong sugar has entirely lost its hold upon the Corean consumer 
in favour of the Japanese article. Owing to the close proximity of 
Japan and Shanghai, when a demand arises, British goods are often 
supplied from these places in order to save time.” 

“It must be borne in mind,” Mr. Lay adds, “ that the require- 
ments of Corea are those of an agricultural country with mining 
resources in the course of development and a railway system being 
gradually established.” 
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GERMAN “SPIRITUS RING.” 


H.M. Embassy at Berlin have forwarded the following report, pre- 
pared by H.M. Consul-General at Frankfort (Sir F. Oppenheimer), 
relating to the rumoured renewal of the so-called ‘ Spiritus 
Ring” :— 

‘It appears that what is popularly called the ‘Spiritus Ring’ 
dates from the 29th of March, 1899. A number of agricultural 
and industrial distilleries, representing together 135,000,000 litres, 
and very nearly 90 per cent. of the total production of spirits, 
joined together under the title of ‘ Verwertungs-Verband Deutscher 
Spiritus-Fabrikanten.’ At the same time, the majority of the 
concerns of the German alcohol industry (72 in all, and among 
them the most important) representing about 95 per cent. of the 
German alcohol production joined together under the name of 
‘Centrale fiir Spiritus- Verwertung.’ 

‘Qn the day mentioned these two societies entered into a con- 
tract with a nine years’ duration containing roughly the following 
stipulations :— 

“The manufacturers of spirits undertook to sell exclusively 
through the ‘Centrale fiir Spiritus-Verwertung’ all raw spirits 
produced in their own or in their rented distilleries between 
the 15th September, 1899, and the 30th September, 1908. Should 
any of these members sell or let their distilleries they undertook 
that the transferee should become a member of the ‘ Verwertungs- 
Verband.’ 

“The ‘ Centrale’ undertook to utilise with the care of an ordinary 
merchant the quantities thus put at its disposal; it renounced 
during the duration of the contract any dealings for own or outside 
account in raw spirits or alcohol, and undertook, as long as the 
contract ran, not to sell or let any one of its businesses or refi- 
neries without stipulating that the transferee should become a 
member of the ‘ Centrale.’ 

‘The ‘ Centrale’ is responsible to the Excise Authorities for 
the tax known as ‘ Verbrauchs-Abgabe’ resting upon the spirits 
furnished by the distilleries; the ‘Centrale’ also undertakes the 
carriage of the raw goods and the finished goods between the 
establishments of the members and stations. 

“The ‘ Centrale’ undertakes to refine the raw spirits, as far as 
they are used for alcohol, with a guarantee for the quality of the 
finished product, only in the establishments of its members ; the 
‘Centrale’ bears the reduction resulting from refining. 

‘As a compensation for renouncing all traffic in spirits, and for 
the specified undertakings, the ‘Centrale’ participates in the 
average annual proceeds resulting from the utilisation of the raw 
spirits. This share, drawn as a premium upon refining, is calcu- 
lated upon the quantities of spirits which leave the refineries in a 
refined condition. The premium amounts to at least 7:5 per cent. 
of the average annual earnings ; when the average annual earnings 
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exceed 45 marks per hectolitre, it rises to 9°6 per cent., but does 
not exceed 4°80 marks per hectolitre. 

‘“‘ After deduction of these premiums the distillers receive the 
total average earnings from the spirits delivered: in fact, a part 
payment is ; made after every individual delivery, and the remainder 
is paid after the balance has been drawn at the end of the financial 
year. The excess over the average annual earnings is divided 
amongst the distillers in the ratio of the quantities of spirits 
delivered. 

“In spite of various difficulties, this organisation has worked 
satisfactorily. The difficulties were chiefly caused in the beginning 
by the novelty of the whole enterprise, and the consequent lack of 
all experience—also by the opposition of some of the consumers. 
The opposition found a stronghold in the Berlin Exchange, which, 
in consequence of the foundation of the Ring, was losing a remu- 
nerative item of speculation. ‘he turn-over of the Berlin Exchange 
was reduced to a minimum. In the period from 15th October, 
1899, to 30th September, 1900, approximately 2,144,000 litres 
changed hands on 291 Exchange days, 1.e., approximately 7,400 
litres per day, whereas the ‘ Ring’ had actually sold during the 
same period a daily average of 900,000 litres. 

‘“‘In 1906 the ‘ Spiritus Ring’ was subjected to a Government 
Enquiry—this enquéte being one of the series undertaken by the 
Ministry of the Interior to enquire into the working of syndicates 
generally. The Enquiry, to which parties interested in all branches 
of the spirit industry had been invited, lasted for three days, and 
the proceedings have since been officially published. In the course 
of this Enquiry, representatives from the distilling trade showed 
that, owing to the weakness of the Spirit Exchange, this branch of 
industry was practically driven to syndication. It was also shown 
that, owing to the syndication, the price of spirits had considerably 
increased in spite of a strong contemporaneous increase of produc- 
tion. Parties more directly affected by the increased price of 
spirits expressed the opinion that the profits of the ‘Ring’ were 
excessive. In reply the members of the ‘Ring’ pointed to the 
very considerable contractual expenses of the ‘Ring,’ also its 
general working expenses, such as freights, storage, loss on trans- 
port; the special expenses incurred in connexion with pushing 
the sale of spirits used for burning purposes; losses experienced 
in connexion with the export trade, &c. The complaints of many 
of the consumers present were undoubtedly prompted by their 
recollection of the high prices during the years immediately pre- 
ceding the Enquiry, more especially 1904-5. As, however, the 
yield of potatoes had in 1904 been particularly bad [amounting to 
only 36:2 million tons, as compared with 42°9 millions in 1903, 
and 48°3 millions in 1905], the high prices may be said to have 
been greatly due to force majeure. 
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“The members of the Syndicate freely admitted that the work- 
ing of the Syndicate had undoubtedly cast a burden upon 
consumers, but pointed out that there was no prospect of this 
burden being lightened under the present existing contract. An 
undertaking was, however, given that the consumers’ complaints 
should receive every consideration when the Syndicate’s contract 
came to be renewed. 

‘Though the present contract comes to an end only in 1908, 
negotiations for the renewal of the contract were already opened in 
1905, and in the spring of 1906 a first draft agreement was reached. 
This draft realised the distillers’ demands, which aimed at a decided 
reduction of the general expenses, as well as a reduction of the 
premium to the alcohol manufacturers. The competitive power of 
the ‘Ring’ is thus to be increased, the consumers’ burden 
lightened, and the possibility of special terms outside the ‘ Ring’ 
to be reduced, whereby a great inducement for secession has been 
removed. The refining fees of the alcohol manufacturers no longer 
depend, as heretofore, upon the earnings of the distillers, but they 
now follow fixed rates; it thus results that the distillers enjoy a 
paramount influence in the fixing of prices and in the conduct of 
the business generally. 

“The new contract was to be submitted for the distillers’ accept- 
ance only after certain conditions had been fulfilled, among which 
the most important was that for Northern Germany at least 
1,600,000 hectolitres, and for Southern Germany at _ least 
1,000,000 hectolitres, undertook to join. 

“On 11th June, 1907, the Committee entrusted with the nego- 
tiations for the renewal reported that the membership of distillers 
representing the minimum quantity above-mentioned had been 
secured, and on that day therefore the new contract was declared 
binding. The new contract comes into operation on 1st October, 
1908, with a duration of 10 years, so that it ends on the 30th day 
of September, 1918. 

“The new contract will undoubtedly be to the benefit of the 
distilling trade generally, as the old pes Ror has been, and if the 
prejudice of thé consumers is overcome, the gain to the ‘Ring’ 
will be all the greater. The total produce, the sale of which is in 
the hands of one concern, is more readily disposed of in accordance 
with the requirements of the whole market. This uniform organisa- 
tion has also succeeded in pushing the sale of spirits for technical 
purposes. In the sale period 1899-1900 the consumption of 
so-called technical spirit amounted to 991,977 hectolitres ; in the 
sale period of 1905-6 it had already risen to 1,480,835 hectolitres. 
This increased consumption is caused chiefly by the use of spirits 
for lighting and heating purposes. The management of the ‘ Ring’ 
forced this development by the construction of new and appropriate 
apparatus, which was freely advertised, and the sale of which, it is 
said, is capable of very considerable further extension.” 
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CONDITION OF TRADE IN THE UNITED STATES. 


The following remarks on the condition of trade in the United 
States have been received from the British Commercial Agent 
there (Mr. E. Seymour Bell) :— 

“The year 1906 has justly been termed a wonderful year as far 
as the trade of the United States is concerned. The commerce of 
the country has far surpassed anything ever known before. At 
the beginning of the year it was predicted that after so successful 
a year as 1905 there must be a reaction, and trade could not continue 
on so large.a scale. These forecasts were not verified, but, on the 
contrary, all branches of trade and industry of the country were 
more busily engaged than any previous period in the history of the 
United States. 

‘There are, however, signs which cannot be ignored that a 
reaction is likely to take place in the not distant future. Already 
the railways are feeling the adverse effects of a country being too 
prosperous. Wages and the cost of materials are high, and money 
is scarce. ‘The railways find themselves obliged to raise their rates 
and are curtailing expenses by postponing all extensions and 
improvements except the most necessary. Thus it is that when 
materials and labour grow more costly the inauguration of enter- 
prises calculated to employ them is checked. 

“Another year of prosperity is, however, looked for. All 
manufacturing plants are fully employed, but it is evident that a 
rest is required, if only to undertake necessary repairs and 
renewals in factories that have been working to their fullest 
extent for so many months. It is generally conceded that the 
high water mark has been reached. Railways are congested, the 
output of the works cannot well be increased, money is dear, 
prices of commodities are above the normal and still rising, labour 
is dearer than ever before and the tendency is for higher wages 
and shorter hours, and speculation in real estate has been excessive. 
The natural result of all this is that capital is difficult to obtain, 
loans are high and credit is somewhat strained. This strain on 
credit can only be relieved by a general slowing down. Though 
all branches of trade are highly remunerative, over confidence 
may easily give rise to over production. The effects of new 
industrial establishments take some time to make themselves felt, 
so that over production may well be in progress before it is 
appreciated. The prices of commodities and labour have reached 
the point where the manufacturer finds himself unable to make 
the profit he has formerly done. There is, again, a large number 
of people in the country who are dependent on fixed salaries, and 
are not directly benefited by the general prosperity. ‘To all of 
these high prices mean a curtailment of expenses, which in time 
shows itself by restricting consumption and eventually in a 
slackened demand for goods at the factories. 

“ That there will be a continued large demand inthe United States 
for a considerable variety of articles is assured, at any rate for some 
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months to come. Business is likely to be carried on in a more 
cautious manner than has been the case hitherto. High prices, to a 
certain extent, check consumption. There is a large class of 
consumers who can no longer fill their requirements on account 
of the increased cost. This, in time, will mean that consumption 
is restricted, and the demand for commodities will fall off while 
production continues. There are signs that a time of over-supply 
is approaching, which in due course will mean a reduction of 
prices. Itis true that the average increase of wages during the last 
10 years has been 20 per cent., but the increase in the price of 
commodities has been 40 per cent. The cost of living of many has, 
in consequence, gone beyond their means of obtaining income. The 
limit of high prices appears to have been almost reached, and the 
cost of living has not been surpassed during the last 20 years.” 


FRENCH GOVERNMENT MEASURES FOR THE 
SUPPRESSION OF FRAUDULENT ENGLISH MARKS ON 
FOREIGN GOODS. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Ambassador in Paris forwarding copy of a memorandum prepared 
by the French Government with regard to the complaints made 
by manufacturers in England of the habit prevailing among certain 
Continental manufacturers of placing on their goods designations 
intended to convey to the purchaser the impression that the goods 
are of British origin. The special cases referred to were those 
of Windsor soap and tooth brushes marked as having been 
manufactured in London. 

The Technical Commission of the National Office for Industrial 
Property have examined the facts submitted to them, and are of 
opinion that the complaints are justified, on the ground that 
although “‘ savon de Windsor” may be considered a generic term, 
the inscription “ Windsor soap” with the word ‘‘ London ” added, 
must, in the absence of any modifying clause, inevitably lead the 
purchaser to presuppose British origin. The same may be said of 
the inscription ‘“‘ warranted London” on tooth-brushes of French 
manufacture. ‘Such ins¢riptions are deemed by the French 
authorities to constitute a contravention of the Madrid arrangement 
of 1891 respecting false indications of the origin of goods. The 
French Customs Administration have accordingly been instructed 
to inform the French Judicial Authorities of the arrival of goods 
thus fraudulently marked, with a view to their seizure. In cases 
where such goods succeed in penetrating into France or where 
false indications of origin are applied in that country to goods of 
foreign or French production, manufacturers who consider them- 
selves injured by this fraudulent practice should approach the 
French judicial authorities with a view to the prosecution of the 
guilty parties. 
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PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 


TRANSVAAL. 


A “Supplement to the Transvaal Government Gazette,” for 21st 
June last, contains a copy of a Bill, which it is 
stated is published for general information, 
providing for the imposition of an Excise duty 
upon beer brewed in the Colony, and a 
Customs duty upon beer brewed in and imported from any Colony, 
&c., belonging to any Customs Union with the Transvaal. 

The Bill provides for an Excise duty of 4d. per gallon on beer 
sent out from a brewery in the Colony—except that such beer 
exported beyond the limits thereof may, under certain prescribed 
conditions, be exempt from such duty. 

A Customs duty of 4d. per gallon is also provided for upon all 
beer brewed in any Colony, Territory or State (being a party to a 
Customs Union with the Transvaal) which may be imported into 
the Colony. 


Proposed Excise 
and Customs 
Duties on Beer. 





ORANGE RIVER COLONY. 


The “Orange River Colony Government Gazette” for 21st June 
last contains a draft Ordinance which pro- 
vides for the imposition of a duty on ostriches 
and ostrich eggs exported from the Orange 
River Colony, as follows :— 


Proposed Export 
Duty on Ostriches 
and their Eggs. 





Articles _ Rate of Export 





Duty. 
# 
Ostriches ... ie ve aid vs nate int Each 100 
Ostrich eggs eee ‘aie ‘agh said jin oe * 5 








It is provided that no duty shall be payable on the export of 
any ostrich or ostrich egg to any neighbouring State or Colony 
which shall by its own Legislature have imposed an export duty 
on ostriches or their eggs not less in amount than that imposed in 
the Orange River Colony. 


NoTE.—At the present time, export duties similar to those given 
above are in force in the Cape of Good Hope. 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 
NEW ZEALAND. 


Customs 
Decisions. 


Zealand. 





The following are the principal decisions given :— 


The “‘ New Zealand Gazette ” for 6th June last contains a Minister’s 
Order (No. 841), dated 4th June, 1907, giving 
Customs decisions relating to the rates of duty 
leviable on various articles imported into New 





Articles, and how classed. 


Rates of Import 





Duty. 
Braid, silk, black, white, and brown, } in. wide and under, 
for making bows on leather hat-linings— 
As articles and materials suited only for, and to be used ; 
solely in, the fabrication of goods in the Colony Free. 


Ceiling, stamped metalwork for— 


As manufactures of metal “‘ not otherwise enumerated ”’ 


Chains for endless carrier— 


As machinery “ not otherwise enumerated ” 


Dental base plates— 
As “ not otherwise enumerated ” 


Hatters’ black and white sarsenets and “China,” not | 


exceeding 4d. per yard— 
As hatmakers’ materials, linings 


*Straw plait mixed with chenille for hat and bonnet making, | 


not being hat and bonnet trimmings— 


As articles and materials suited only for, and to be used | 
solely in, the fabrication of goods in the Colony eee | 


20 % ad val. 
20% » 


Free. 


Free. 


Free. 





* Revised decision. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 
e “ Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette ” for 21st June last 


contains a Customs Notice (No. 
19th June, 1907, giving certain Tariff decisions 


Decisions. 


37), dated 


which have been agreed to respecting the rates 
of duty leviable upon the undermentioned articles imported into 


the South African Customs Union: 





| Rebate allowed 
upon Goods, the 








; produce or 
Articles and how Classed. — Rates of Duty. gay oye ‘ 
. Kingdom 
and reciprocating 
Colonies. 
Bay hair wash 55 25 %ad val 3 % ad val. 
Binding wire one 126 oe Whole duty. 
Citroline (a phosphate baking pow der)... 175 > a 3 % ad ral. 
*Tanks used for packing, irrespective of 
the rate of duty on the goods contained 
therein 175 > fa > aa 











* Revised decision. 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





TURKEY. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
information to the effect that the exportation of 
Exportation of i cbacco seed from the Ottoman Empire has 
Tobacco Seed =} eas Cee me f th 
Prohibited. een prohibited in virtue or a Decision of the 
Council of Ministers, sanctioned by Imperial 

Irade. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, copy 
of a Law recently passed by the New York 
gins a ineeiien te, State Legislature restricting the retail and 
New York wholesale sale of alkaloid cocaine and its salts, 
and of alpha and beta eucaine and their salts. 

Copy of the Act, which takes effect on 1st September, may be seen 
persons interested at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 


y 
the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


The Board are also in receipt, through the same source, of a 
memorandum by the British Commercial Agent 
at New York, stating that within a week the 
United States Board of Food and Drugs 
Inspection ordered the deportation of eleven 
consignments of various food products, and their return to the 
markets of origin, and that this should be a warning to British 
shippers to exercise the greatest care in the quality and labelling 
of all articles destined for the United States. 

The consignments in question included worm-eaten nutmegs, 
olive oil of short measure, and various other shipments which were 
either falsely labelled or impure. 


Restriction of 


Warning as to 
Shipments of 
Food and Drugs. 





CHINA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 128 of last week’s 
“Board of Trade Journal” on the subject of 
the Russo-Chinese Agreement as to the opening 
of Chinese customs houses, the Board of Trade 
are now in receipt, through the Foreign Office, 
of telegraphic information to the effect that the 
Customs houses were opened on 8th July on the 
Russo-Manchurian frontier. 


Opening of 
Customs Houses 
on the Russo- 
Manchurian 
Frontier. 








July 25, 1907.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 175 





SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT, 


FRANCE. 
The British Vice-Consul for Tréport and Eu (Mr. E. H. Barker) 


reports that difficulties frequently arise out of 
claims for the remission of fines imposed by the 
customs at T'réport. They are usually due to 
some negligence on the part of shippers or agents in not conform- 
ing strictly to the French regulations in their declarations 
concerning the nature or composition of the goods shipped. The 
Customs authorities in France will not accept inadvertence, or a 
‘‘ clerical error,” as a reason for remitting fines so imposed, although 
these are occasionally reduced after much trouble and loss of 
money through detention of the merchandise. Great care should 
therefore be taken by shippers to avoid the risk of such difficulties. 
Mr. Barker adds that shippers too often imagine when errors are 
made by themselves, or their agents, that Consular officers can 
set the matter right with the Customs at the port of landing ; 
experience, however, does not justify this view. 


Shipping 
Declarations. 





SIAM. 


H.M. Minister at Bangkok (Mr. R. Paget, C.M.G.) has forwarded 
an extract from the ‘‘ Bangkok Times ” stating 
that the Nippon Yusen Kaisha propose, in 
addition to the Swatow-Bangkok line, to run 
steamers between Bangkok and Singapore, and 
have ordered seven new vessels of 2,000 tons 
each for this purpose. 


New Japanese Ss. 
Service between 
Bangkok and 
Singapore. 





URUGUAY: 


In connexion with the scheme of lighthouse reform in Uruguay 

Fy (see “ Board of Trade Journal ” of 28th February 

oe f last, page 417), H.M. Minister at Monte Video 

“ sarge ’ reports that it is proposed to abolish all light 

=e dues, which at present amount to about 5d. 

per ton register. This proposal has been put forward by an 

official deputy, and has been well received, both in commercial 
and in official circles. 


H.M. Minister also reports that for some years merchants have 
been complaining of the deficiency of facilities 
for operations in the port, and the great increase 
in commercial activities has accentuated those 
evils. At the present time it takes a merchant 8 or 10 days to 
get his goods off the lighters and through the Custom-house. The 
new Government on coming into office last March at once appointed 
a special commission to study and report upon those difficulties 
and to reeoommend a remedy. ‘This commission, composed of the 
Technical Inspector of the port works and five prominent shipping 


Custom-house 
Improvements. 
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Shipping and Transport. 





agents, will be maintained until the completion of the new port 
works in 1909. Orders have in the meanwhile been given to 
prepare at once additional Customs depéts, and the Minister of 
Finance has abolished several out-of-date regulations which only 
served to create a congestion of work. ‘This simple and practical 
measure afforded immediate relief. A commission has also been 
appointed to enquire into and report upon all the Custom-houses 
of the Republic, viz., Salto, Paysandu, Fray Bentos, Mercedes, 
Colonia, Maldonado and Rocha. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
3,899.) 





CHINA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of regulations made by H.M. Minister at 
ye antag Peking, regarding the levy of wharfage dues at 
Nanki ? — -Hsiakwan, Nanking. 
seme All goods, import, export, and coast trade, 
the property of native and foreign merchants alike, shall pay a 
wharfage due of 1 tael* for every 50 taels of duty leviable. Goods 
that have been imported prior to these regulations coming into 
force, but which are subsequently exported, shall pay the due; 
also goods which have paid duty elsewhere and are imported under 
exemption or duty-paid certificates. Duty-free goods and official 
goods which are exempted from duty shall also pay at the same 
rate ad valorem. 





MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


A formal investigation was held from the 2nd to the 6th July, at 
a the Council House, Birmingham, into the 
ee circumstances attending the explosion of a 
id - ri t Kesterton boiler which took place at the 
mayeemens As premises of Messrs. Hinks, Wells & Co., 
Buckingham Street, Birmingham, on 10th November, 1906. The 
Commissioners found that the explosion was due to one of the 
plates of the boiler having become so reduced by corrosion as to 
be unable to withstand any useful working pressure. ‘The owners, 
their servants, and the insurance company’s inspector who had 
made the examination of the boiler, were absolved from blame, but 
the chief engineer of the insurance company was ordered to pay 
O01. and the company 1001. towards the cost of the investigation. 


—— eee 


* The dues are to be paid in Haikwan taels. 100 Haikwan taels =111: 4 Shanghai 
taels, for which exchange quotations are made, 
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Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 











An investigation was held on the 12th July at the Town Hall, 
Brighouse, into the circumstances attending the bursting of a 
steam pipe, at Victoria Mills, Brighouse, on the 14th March 
last. The Commissioners found that the explosion was due 
to a misunderstanding between the head engine man and 
the engine tenter. No negligence was attributed to the owners or 
to the engineers who had fixed up the range of piping, and in the 
circumstances there was no legal negligence on the part of the 
head engine man nor the engine tenter. 

An investigation was held at Dunfermline on the Ist and 2nd 
July, with reference to an explosion that occurred in the Townhill 
Colliery on the 13th May. The Commissioners found that the 
explosion was due to overheating from shortness of water. The 
Company owning the colliery was ordered to pay 35/. and the 
engineman ol, towards the cost of the investigation. 





TUNIS. 


H.M. Consul-General at Tunis (Mr. E. J. L. Berkeley, C.B.) 
Phosphate reports that the subject which almost mono- 
Industry polised the attention of business men in Tunis 

during 1906, and largely occupies them still, 
was the prominent and highly promising development of mineral 
wealth. He gives the following brief survey of the situation :— 
‘Some twenty years ago an important mine of calamine (zine 
ore) was opened out, but, although enormous profits were made by 
its ‘concessionaire, the attention of prospectors was scarcely 
attracted to the country. Since then, however, rail and road have 
opened up the territory, it has been more closely examined, and 
among the first results was the discovery of large deposits of phos- 
phates near Gafsa and the surrounding regions, Kalaat Djerda, 

Kalaat-es-Senam, &c. In January, 1905, I reported the discovery 

of further deposits at "Ain Moulares and Metlaoui, to the west of 

Gafsa, and in my report for 1904 I mentioned the discovery of iron 

mines in the north-west of the Regency, and supplied details 

regarding them. The latter have not yet begun their output, but 
they are believed to have an important future. As regards phos- 
phates, their discovery and mise en exploitation, or opening out, 
promptly led to the construction of two railway lines, one from 

Gafsa to Sfax, since extended to Metlaoui, and the other from ’Ain 

Moulares to Sousse. By far the largest enterprise in phosphates is 

that of the Gafsa Company whose deposits are reputed to be 

practically inexhaustible. In 1905 this company put out 400,000 

tons; in 1906, 500,000 tons; this year they expect to export 

700,000 tons, and next year 1,000,000 tons. So considerable are 

their prospects that there may well be truth in a rumour that it is 

under consideration by the company whether to further facilitate 
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Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 





TUNIS—continued. 


their exports by the construction of a suitable harbour at Gabes 
and of a third railway line to connect it with Gafsa, &c. I gather 
that at this time of scientific cultivation the world’s demand for 
hosphates exceeds the amount that can be supplied.” Mr. 
Berkeley adds that it has been stated that the world’s total 
consumption of phosphates during 1906 was 4,500,000 tons, of 
which 800,000 tons is reported to have come from Tunisia, 
400,000 tons from Algeria, 1,300,000 tons, 600,000 tons of hard 
rock, and 700,000 tons of land pebble from Florida, 450,000 tons 
from Tennessee, 500,000 tons from France, and 350,000 tons from 
Belgium. 

“Tf the Regency of Tunis,” he continues, “ holds practically the 
first place at this very early and incomplete stage of its activity, it 
may without difficulty be conceived that it must before long, in 
present conditions, secure a commanding position in the phosphate 
market.” 


Mr. Berkeley further reports that during the last two or three years 
iron producing mines have also attracted con- 
Iron Mines. siderable attention in Tunis. It was well known 
that many of these existed in the Regency, but 
all enterprise to open them up was retarded by the absence of suit- 
able means of communication and transport. The latter having now 
been established, to some extent, in various directions, and the 
price of iron having considerably increased, while, moreover, 
large railway extension is about to be put in hand, the 
mines are being opened out on an important scale. The best 
known deposits, for which concessions have been granted and 
companies formed, lie in the north-west corner of the Regency. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The ‘“‘ Engineering and Mining Journal” (New York) states that 
according to a recent publication of the United 

Coal in Alaska. States Geological Survey, the coal mining 
industry of Alaska is still practically unde- 

veloped, the total production for 1906—the year of greatest output 
—being 6,660 tons (of 2,000 lbs.), valued at 20,000 dols. The most 
active mining operations have been on Cook inlet, in south-western 
Alaska, on the Yukon, in Seward peninsula, and at Cape Lisburne, 
all undertaken to provide fuel for local use, by small coastwise or 
river steamers, at mining camps, and at canneries. 
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YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the monthly return 
ie issued by the Indian Government, showing the 
yaar stg quantity of cotton yarn spun, and of a 
ectieee 5 woven goods produced, in each Province in 
British India, and in the Native States, during 

April of each of the years 1905, 1906, and 1907. 
The following is a summarised statement extracted from the 
above return, giving particulars for the month of April, 1905, 

1906, and 1907 :— 











Month of April. 
1905. | 1906. 1907. 
BRITISH INDIA, BERAR, AND NATIVE 
STATES. 
Cotton yarn spun ... Lhbs.| 54,609,730 | 56,140,850 | 51,341,817 
Grey and bleached piece a 10,637,507 | 10,795,496 | 12,815,400 
goods Sele ode ae Yards} 45,189,354 | 47,486,872 | 56,499,525 
Le f Lbs. *1,529,790 | *1,836,484 
Set piece goods “) Yards : jel od 6,116,968 7,610,711 
rey and coloured nas} i __ 
(other than piece goods) Lube. 99,138 113,870 
Hosiery - tel ‘a 29,695 39,090 38,483 
Miscellaneous goods | gee i 158,777 40,796 22,450 














* The quantities of “coloured piece goods” and of “ grey and coloured goods 
(other than piece goods)” produced in the Native States, not being separately 
stated, the total amounts are included in the figures given for “coloured piece 


goods.” 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The British Commercial Agent in the United States (Mr. E. 

Seymour Bell) reports that one thing in 
Textile Industry. particular to be noted in the American textile 

trade is that the spinning of fine yarns is very 
much on the increase, and fine cotton goods, such as cambrics, 
lawns and fancy weaves generally are now being manufactured in 
the United States where formerly they were imported from the 
United Kingdom, Germany, Switzerland and France. There has 
been an increased tendency to buy better grades of goods, and, 
owing to the great prosperity of the country, the people are better 
able to buy them. 

United States manufacturers hope that within a few years they 
will be in a position to export fine cotton goods. in addition to the 
coarser grades which are at present being shipped. The mercerisa- 
tion process has made great strides in the country and has greatly 
assisted the success of the American fine yarn mills. Manufac- 
turers are now turning out a much better grade of dress materials, 
which is having an important effect on the importation of these 
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Yarns and Textiles. 





goods. In some places mills which have been devoted to weaving 
are preparing to put up spinning mills of their own. Several 
manufacturing concerns which have not paid dividends for some 
time previously were able to do so in 1906, and others increased 


theirs. 





MEXICO. 


With reference to the notice on page 324 of the “ Board of Trade 
Desert en Journal” for 17th May, 1906, relative to 
Sinner Tite samples of Zapupe fibre from Mexico received at 
pup ‘the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, H.M. Consul at Mexico City (Mr. L. J. Jerome) 
has now forwarded a report on the cultivation and utilisation of the 
Zapupe plant, prepared by the British Vice-Consul at Vera Cruz 
(Mr. L. J. Nunn). Mr. Nunn expresses his belief that, from the 
nature of the soil in which the plant is raised in the State of Vera 
Cruz, it might be profitably introduced into some of the islands of 
the West Indies and other parts of the British Empire within the 
tropics. 
The report, together with the samples, may be seen at the offices 
of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
Corn Prices. the week ended the 20th July, 1907, were 
as follows :— 
Wheat ... one se - 328. 6d, 
Barley ... ‘le “es »- 248. 6d. 
Oats... ave RRR Be 


For further particulars see 6 p. 186, 


A statement is published on p. 187, showing the quantities of 
. the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
oo “ nd imported into the United Kingdom during the 
. ar sToeuce. week ended the 20th July, with comparative 


figures for the corresponding week in 1906. 
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Agriculture. 


BRITISH EAST AFRICA. 


According to a leaflet issued by the Department of Agriculture of 
British Kast Africa, experiments in connexion 
with several varieties of wheat have from time 
to time been conducted at Nairobi both by the 
authorities and by settlers in the surrounding districts. The 
majority of them, however, have been unsuccessful owing to “ rust,” 
but from experiments recently completed at the Government Farm, 
it would appear that a variety of wheat well adapted to parts of 
the highlands of British East Africa has been obtained. The 
particular wheat is Glugas or Gluyas and was introduced from 
South Australia. It was said to be self-rust-resisting, and though 
not entirely immune from “rust,” it sustained no serious damage 
from this or any other fungus. A large area in the highlands, 
particularly the Njoro district, is apparently well suited to wheat 
growing and, should further experiments this season prove success- 
ful, there seems no reason why another year should not see the 
establishment of an extensive and valuable local wheat industry. 








Wheat-growing 
Experiments. 





GREECE. 
In forwarding a report on the prospects of the Greek tobacco crop 
for 1907 H.M. Consul at Piraeus (Mr, LK. 
MacDonnell) remarks that though a considerable 
prospects for amount of tobacco is .grown in the Piraeus 
1907. district the larger portion of the crop comes 
from Thessaly and other parts of Greece. ‘The tobacco grown in 
the Lamia district is of good quality and is largely consumed 
locally. When unblended ‘and used in its pure condition it has a 
strong and harsh flavour. 

As regards the 1907 crop prospects, Mr. MacDonnell reports 
that, owing to the severe winter and subsequent drought, the 
plantations will probably be of smaller producing area than last 
year, while the yield will depend on the temperature and climatic 
conditions between now and September. Whatever these may be, 
however, it is not expected that the crop will reach half of last 
year’s, which was itself poor and unequal to the demand. ‘The in- 
sufficiency of last year’s crop was not, however, greatly felt owing 
to the fact that a large stock was held over from ‘the heavy crop of 
1905, with which the demand was met. ‘his stock has now been 
used up, and the 1907 csop will be put on a denuded market. 

The present valuation and estimates place the Thessaly and 
Lamia crops at 1,000,000 kilos. 


Tobacco Crop 





MEXICO. 
Report on ; : 
Cultivation, &c., See notice on p. 180. 


of Zapupe Plant. 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM, 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 18th July, 1907, 
Cotton Statistics. was 32,657 (including 826 bales British West 
African), and the number imported during the 
twenty-nine weeks ended the 18th July was 3,081,963 (including 
5,170 bales British West Indian and 5,566 bales British West 
African). As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended 
the 18th July, 9,611 bales, and for the twenty-nine weeks, 
$25,388. 
For further details see p. 186. 


At the special meeting of the Association of Chambers of Commerce 
Bertheomiug of the United Kingdom to be held at the Town 
Meeting of the Hall, Liverpool, on the 18th and 19th September 
Association of  2°*" the chair will be taken each day at 10 
taiin “at am. by Lord Brassey, G.C.B. (President), and 
Pieiniaaiane resolutions dealing with, inter ala, the follow- 

é ing subjects will be moved, viz :— 

Colonial Shipping Conference, National Indemnity in Time of 
War, South African Steamship Rates, Manning of the Mercantile 
Marine, Colonial Legislation, Status of British Chambers of 
Commerce Abroad, Bank Charter Act, National Insurance against 
Accidents, Sickness, &e., Legislation by Reference, Company Law 
Amendment, Court of Appeal, False Marking of Goods, Inter- 
national Commercial Arbitration, Commercial Arbitration, Railway 
Classification of Dangerous Goods, Railway Rates, Importation of 
Canadian Cattle, Commercial Organization, American Mail Service, 
Anglo-French Postal, Telegraphic and Telephonic Reform, Tele- 
phone Rates, Foreign Tariffs, Ministry of Commerce, Anglo- 
Portuguese Treaty, Rating of Machinery, Light Dues, Municipal 
Trading. 





SIERRA LEONE. 


The Sierra Leone ‘ Royal Gazette” publishes a report on the 
trade, &c., of that Colony for the year ended 

Trade in 1906. 31st December, 1906, by the Collector of 
Customs at Freetown, from which it appears 

that the total imports (exclusive of specie) during that year were 
valued at 694,3071., as compared with 591,144/. for 1905, while 
the exports of produce and manufactures of the Colony during 
1906 were valued at 526,342/., as compared with 435,806/. for the 


preceding year. 
The principal articles of trade are shown in the following state- 


ments :-— 
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Miscellaneous. 
Principal Imports. 
1905. 1906. 
Quantity.| Value. || Quantity.| Value 
£ yee 7 a 
Coals and patent fuel .. Tons; 16,516 14,618 23,419 25,508 
Cottons oni ous gos —_ 204,780 = 229,630 
Haberdashery ... at — 27,723 — 30,985 
Hardware nes | — 19,436 — 23,115 
Provisions and food stuffs ee peel oa 75,101 85,056 
Tobacco, unmanufactured ... Tons | 559 25,729 767 39,201 
Wines, spirits, beer and aérated and | | 
mineral waters —_ 54,374 — 60,049 
Principal Exports. 
1905. | 1906. 
1 
Quantity. | Value. | Quantity. | Value. 
ane? aa [i = 
| & | £ 
Kola nuts .. Tons 769 75,728 1,155 104,082 
Palm kernels ... bbe © > gs 28,155 269,355 30,373 330,427 
Palm oil Gallons | 266,012 18.524 | 375,573 27,744 
Rubber... . Tons 190 49,132 107 30,170 

















Trade in 1906. 


of the exports 953,140/. as against 960,900/., 





PORTUGAL—ANGOLA.,. 


H.M. Consul at Loanda (Mr. H. G. Mackie) reports that, according 
to a statement recently published by the Loanda 
general turn-over of the 
trade of Angola in 1906 amounted to 2,570,1901. 
as compared with 2,682,300/. in 1905, the value of the imports 
being 1,261,700/. as against 1,366,490/. in the preceding year, that 


Custom House, the 


coasting and transit trades 355,3501. as against 354,910. 

Mr. Mackie adds that no complete statistics particularizing each 
article of import and export and discriminating between the 
countries participating in the trade of Loanda have been published 


since 1902. 


Olive Oil 
Production. 


and the needs of the soap industry disposed of from 4,000 to 





OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


According to the “ Bulletin ” of the French Chamber of Commerce 
at Smyrna, the yield of olive oil for 1906 in the 
Aidin Province was about 280,000 
quintals, or 16,000 tons. 


and that of the 


Turkish 


Local consumption 


9,000 
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Miscellaneous. 





tons, leaving only 12,000 tons for export. Mitylene, Aivali and 
Adramite produce about 30,000 tons, which, after deducting the 
quantities necessary for local needs and the soap industry, helps to 
satisfy the foreign demand. The greater part of this oil, however, 

is sent to Constantinople and the Black Sea ports. 

The annual production of olive oil in the Levant varies consider- 
ably according to the climatic conditions; but taking the 1905 
figures as a basis, it may be estimated at about 95,000 tons, 
furnished on the one hand by Greece, Crete and the islands of the 
Archipelago, and on the other by Mitylene, Aivali, Adramite and 
Smyrna. ‘The latter places contributed in 1906 about 46 000 tons 
while the former produced only 15,000 tons, instead of 50, 000. 

One great drawback to the ‘Smyrna oil, which makes it 
inedible, ‘js that it often emits an odour and is slightly acid. This 
defect is much less marked in the case of the oils from Aivali and 
Adramite, which are, in consequence, preferred for cooking 
purposes. 

The United Kingdom claims the largest share in the shipments 
of oil from Smyrna, the countries next in order being Germany ; 
Russia, United States of America, and Sweden. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
H.M. Consul at New York (Mr. C. C. Bayley) has forwarded a copy 


Public Service of the Public Service Commissions Law of the 
esisinitinibicainian State of New York which came into force on 
* the Ist July. The effect of the new law is to 
establish a Commission for all railways, common carriers, freight, 
sleeping car and express companies, gas and electric light, heat ‘and 
power companies doing business in the State of New York, and to 
abolish the separate Commissions at the present time existing for 
those public utilities. 
The text of the law may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





BRAZIL. 


With reference to the notice on p. 89 of the “ Board of Trade 
a Journal” for 11th July respecting the Brazilian 
itinens coffee convention scheme, H.M. Consul-General 

at Rio de Janeiro (Mr. A. Chapman) now reports 

that tne coffee convention of the States of SAo Paulo, Minas Geraes 
and Rio de Janeiro finally stopped purchases on the 15th June 
with a stock in hand of some 7,800,000 bags, of which about 
7,000,000 are held in European and American markets and the 
remainder in Rio de Janeiro and Santos. 
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Miscellaneous. 





The coffee crop for 1906-7 amounts to some 20,000,000 bags, 
and that for 1907-8 is at present estimated at some 15,000,000 bags. 
Coffee prices have steadily fallen during the present season, and 
when the stoppage of Government purchases was foreseen prices of 
higher grades fell about 2 milreis a bag. 

Whilst Government transactions have heen confined to high 
grade coffee, producers of lower grades have been unable to sell, 
and planters have been unable to obtain advances on their crops. 
This has caused a tightness in the money market that has seriously 
affected business in general in the States of Rio de Janeiro and 
Minas Geraes where so large a proportion of the coffee is of lower 
grades. 

Mr. Chapman adds that the alarmist telegrams published abroad 
of failures consequent on the closing down of the Coffee Convention 
are, so far, unwarranted, for the immediate onus of these operations 
falls on the governing powers and only indirectly on a section of 
the planters. 





PARAGUAY. 


H.M. Consul at Asuncion (Mr. C. W. G. Gosling) reports that 
the efforts of the Paraguayan Government in 

Immigration. 1905 to attract foreign immigration, especially 
Italian, have not, as yet, proved successful, the 

number of arrivals in 1906, mostly Italians, only reaching about 
300. The distress caused by the failure of the crops has resulted 
in a considerable number of Paraguayans emigrating to the neigh- 
bouring Argentine province of Corrientes and to Matto Grosso, in 
Brazil, and the labour problem has now become acute. There 
are still, adds Mr. Gosling, many promising districts in Paraguay 
which are as yet barely exploited, and industries such as cotton 
growing, maize and alfalfa production, timber felling, and even 
cattle raising on modern scientific principles are almost in their 
infancy through lack of labour. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 





Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at the 
Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week and 29 Weeks 
ended 18th July, 1907 :— 























Week ended a Week ended yeti 
ee 18th ‘July, 18th Jul 18th July, 18th Jul 
1907 me de 1907 ay) 
’ 1907, , 1907, 
IMPORTS, EXPORTS, 
( Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No. No. No. 
American ae ade ~ 20,727 2,391,856 6,075 178,098 
Brazilian ae eon pe — 164,217 — 14,427 
East Indian ... os ps 3,674 124,811 607 29,046 
Egyptian dee ‘ae ee 6,578 317,677 3,807 96,160 
Miscellaneous ake Be 1,678* 83,402T 122 7,657 
Total _ jes 32,657 3,081,963 9,611 325,388 




















* Including 826 bales British West African. 


tT 99 


6,170 


9 


” 


” 





Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 
8 bushels, Imperial Measure.* as received from the Inspectors and Officers of 
Excise in the week ended 20th July, 1907, and corresponding weeks of the 
seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


Indian and 5,566 bales British West African, 











Average Price, 

Wheat. Barley. Oats. 

8s. d. s ad, & ce 

Week ended 20th July, 1907 ... occ 32 6 24 6 %1.+] 
Corresponding week in— 

1900 ... - , oe — i ae 24 4 19 9 

1901 ... coe oe ° cee ‘ 27 38 22 ~=21 19 4 

1902 ... ove 0 ° a ooo} SL 5 25 «(0 22 «68 

1903 ... eee eee ° ee ala 2 20 10 18 5 

1904 ... _ ove see ose ee ae 18 10 17 6 

1906 ... eee coe eee ove alae. 23 7 18 ll 

1906 ... ons one vee —S 23 2 20 5 














* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 


and thirty-nine [mperia! pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural Produce 
imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 20th July, 1907, 
together with the quantities imported in the corresponding week of the 
previous year. 














Week ended | Correspond- 
nae 20th July, | mg Week in 
1907, ' 1906, 
Animals, living :— Y 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves we «| Number. 9,278 9,628 
Sheep and lambs ue Crag» cols ” 2,269 1,084 
Swine eee eee eee eee eee 99 8 wee 2 
Horses ... ne eae rm 316 487 
Fresh Meat :— 
Beef (including refrigerated and frozen) ...| Cwts. 65,411 59,529 
Mutton in - - i 99 44,035 81,261 
Pork . gett = 5,654 2,997 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Bacon eee eee eee eee eee eee Cwts. 101,593 94,259 
Beef ese eee eee eee eve eee ” 2,119 2,940 
Hams eee eee eee eee eee ees 99 27,658 33,673 
Pork eos eee eee eee ) 6,477 6,882 
Meat, unenumerated, fresh ... 0 ws. exe ” 5,925 7,216 
” ” salted . eee ” 986 
» preserved otherwise than by salting ” 7,096 9,180 
(including tinned and canned) 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Butter eee eee eee eee ee eee Cwts. 89,083 78,908 
Margarine eee eee eee eee bP] 12,402 19,262 
Cheese ... eee eee eoe eee ” 65,728 57,579 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums ‘a ese ” 9 10 eal 
oP EE ae gee ee a ao 115 76 
» condensed Se ea ” 19,491 17,074 
» preserved, other kinds... 2 — «x ~ 98 23 
Eggs mae ie a ce ae 321,308 336,511 
Poultry aes sats she ous ...| Walue £ 1,950 3,711 
Game eee eee eee eee ee 9 19 gd 
Rabbits, dead (fresh andfrozen) ... .. Owts. 1,699 749 
rd eee ee eee ee ee ” 43,831 35,831 
Corn, grain, meal, and flour : = 
Wheat ... “nope Me ee ABS 1,515,800 | 1,851,900 
Wheat meal and flour ada Ogi >t ge . "179, "600 219,400 
Barley eee one eee see ees ee 99 121 700 29,500 
Oats eee eee rrr) eee eee ” 9? ] 80,700 271,400 
Peas eee eee eee eee eee ee +b) 12,000 28, 810 
Beans eee eee eee eee ee 9” 14,030 1, 510 
Maize or Indian corn... 0. sxe ne ” 1,269,900 717,900 
Fruit, raw :— 
Apples ane a She ee Cwts 15.981 16,507 
Apricots and peaches... 1 ee we - 5,935 700 
Bananas ie en em at lS! 156,085 190,379 
Se eae eee és Cwts. 9,995 15,945 
Currants... eee eee eee eee ee ” 20,255 15 695 
Gooseberries ...: 1. ove ay -@ 4 687 ‘977 
eS ae ee een ee 221 249 
Lemons Pry) ece eee Tr) eee ee 99 16,179 21, 424 
ee ee es is 20,838 2,808 
Pears eee eee eee eee ee ee 9 1,290 6, 014 
ERE rice ee aan pS oe ee i. 4,941 18,056 
Strawberries co = neo eet we 99 2,480 5,665 
Unenumerated... .. « ee ‘ 38,705 19,656 
aa a ee ee a Tons. 2,087 5,210 
Straw me —_ sce ons oss on - 840 1,203 
Moss Litter oe agent ae ee - 1,001 1,281 
Hops bee sled ae ae: Sa ee Owts. 1,836 3,606 
I Saga ae ot ee * 15,020 4,280 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions ... 7 ace ont one «.| Bushels. 172,329 61,993 
Potatoes eT i ae Poe Cwts. 158,448 103,074 
Tomatoes oo a aa a ae - 44,058 54,833 
Unenumerated ... —-. es. — ae 5,743 6,258 
Ve etabl dried eee eee CTT) ee Cwts, 8,238 360 
reserved by canning... ss sss owe i 4,126 4,481 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the Unitel Kingdom for the month of June, 1907, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance, 
of 1s. 2d. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon 
Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘“ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1906, in two 
volumes, may be purchased at a cost of 6s. 8d. for the first, 
and 3s. 4d. for the second volume, at any of the addresses enu- 
merated above. This publication, which contains much more 
detailed and exhaustive information than can be given in the 
Monthly Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1902-1906, 
and detailed statements of imports and exports of each article 
(from and to each country) in the first volume, and in the 
second volume details as to customs revenue, tranship ments, 
and articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the "United 
Kingdom with each foreign country. 


BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

The “ Board of 'l'rade Labour Gazette”* is published by the Board 
of Trade on the 16th of each month. The following are among 
the more important articles which appear in the July issue :— 
State of the Labour Market in June; Annual Report on Factories 
and Workshops, 1906; Royal Commission on Mines, Report on 
Breathing Appliances; Hight-Hour Day in French State Work- 
shops; State Grant to Unemployment Fundsin Denmark ; German 
Labour Colonies in 1906; and Recent Cases under the Conciliation 


Act. 
FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a réswmé of some of the more interesting sub- 
jects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual Series “issued 
since the last number of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal.” 

ANNUAL SERIES. 
No. 3,857. Trade of Texas in 1906. 


Unprecedented prosperity of Growth of the cotton trade 
trade. at Galveston. 

Import trade of Galveston Increase of British shipping 
shows a slight falling-off, but at Galveston. 
the value of exports has in- Falling-off in the output of 
creased from 29,995,163/. to petroleum. 
37,179,0681. Railway development. 


Report by the British Vice-Consul at Sabine Pass and Port 
Arthur. 





* It can be purchased through any newsagent, price 1d, 
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Government Publications. 


ee ee | 


No. 3,858. Trade of Bunder Abbas and Lingah in 1906. 


Trade of Bunder Abbas has importation of tea into Bunder 
been set back owing to the Abbas. 
disturbed state of the country, Imports and exports of Lin- 
the value of the imports dimin- gah show increases of 08°83 
ishing by 12 per cent., and per cent. and 42°85 per cent. 
that of the exports by 74 per respectively over those of the 
cent. previous year. 

Practical cessation of the Increased importation of 


sugar into Lingah. 


No. 3,859. Trade of Trieste in 1906. 


Opening of new railway which Development of shipbuild- 
will ultimately connect Trieste ing and other industries. 
with Berlin. Increased importation of coal 
New commercial museum. from United Kingdom. 
Increase in shipping. Slow progress of new har- 


bour works. 
Report by the British Consular Agent at Lissa. 


No. 3,860. Trade of Teng Yueh in 1906. 


Total trade shows a decrease Falling-off in Yunnan opium 
of 28,5941. trade. 
Increased export of minerals. 


No. 3,861. Trade of Shimonoseki in 1906. 


Total trade shows an increase Increased export of coal. 

in value of 1,162,1022. Decrease in shipping after 
Considerable rise in the im- termination of Russo-Japanese 

portation of raw cotton and War. 

sugar. Public works to be con- 
Falling off in the import of structed. 

metals. 


No. 3,862. Trade of Denmark in 1906. 


Considerable increase in the Details of new Insurance 
value of imports: Record im- Acts. 
port of maize. Extension of Fisheries. 
Formation of an association Bill to reduce duty on manu- 
to protect the interests of ship factured articles. 
owners in the Baltic and Particulars of Exhibition of 
White Seas. agricultural machinery held at 
Legislation respecting agri- Copenhagen. 


cultural products. 
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Government Publications. 





No. 3,863. Trade of Tainan (Formosa) in 1906. 


Trade shows an increase in Increase in Chinese and 
total value of 557,3291. Japanese, but decrease in 

Review of sugar trade with foreign shipping. 
notes on prospects of sugar Railway development. 
industry. 

No. 3,864. Trade of Resht and Asterabad, 1903-7. 

General depression of trade Increase in shipping on the 
in Resht. Caspian Sea. 

Notes on principal imports Means of transit in a very 
and exports. backward state. 


Silk production in Asterabad. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


Reports from the following British Colonies have been published 
by the Colonial Office since the last issue of the ‘‘ Board of Trade 
Journal,” viz. :— 

No. 527. Ceylon. 
— State of Brunei. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Annual Statement of the Navigation and Shipping of the United 
Kingdom for the year 1906. [Cd.3,545.] Price 3s. 


This return, which is compiled annually in the Statistical 
Department of the Board of Trade, contains statements of the 
entries and clearances of sailing and steam vessels engaged in 
foreign and coastwise trade at the several ports of the United 
Kingdom, together with statistics of vessels built and registered 
at each port, &e., &. Comparative summary tables embracing 
the five years 1901-1905 are contained in the returns as regards 
vessels entered and cleared at ports in the United Kingdom, pro- 
portion of British to foreign tonnage, &c., Xe. 


Thirty-seventh Annual Report of the Deputy Master and Comp- 
troller of the Mint, 1906. [Cd.3,598.] Price 11d. 


The following table shows a summary of the Imperial currency 
issues during recent years :— 























| Rey | : | Mean of 10 years 
Metal. | 905. 906. 
[etal | 1905 | 1906 1896-1905. , 
We arate 3 es | | i ee ee 
Gold... ax whe sai 6,500,000 | 12,165,000 7,167,554 
Silver vr: oo wit 510,491 1,705,070 1,068,403 
Bronze os vas ‘is 100,325 | 184,520 118,290 
| 
Totals... 7,110,816 | 14,054,590 8,354,247 
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Government Publications. 








Companies (Winding-wp). Stateenth General Annual Report by 
the Board of Trade. 248. Price dd. 

‘This report deals with the proceedings of the Board of ‘Trade 
under the Companies (Winding-up) Act, 1890, during the year 
1906. In that year winding-up proceedings were commenced in 
the case of 1,780 companies, the total amount of capital involved 
being 52,311,805/. Statistics of winding-up proceedings during 
the period 1897-1906 are appended to the report. 


Explosives Act, 1875. Thirty-first Annual Report of His 
Majesty's Inspectors of Explosives ; being their Annual Report for 
the Year 1906. [Cd. 3,593.] Price 1s. 8d. 

This report comprises sections dealing with the manufacture, 
storage, packing and conveyance, and importation of explosives, 
Government inspection of explosives factories, report of chemical 
adviser, working of the Explosives Act by the Local Authorities, 
accidents, experiments, use of explosives in coal mines, petroleum, 
carbide of calcium and acetylene. There are a number of appen- 
dices relative to explosives at present authorised for manufacture 
or importation, Orders in Council, model codes of bye-laws for 
railways, canals, harbours, &c., prosecutions and convictions during 
1906, accidents by fire or explosion during 1906, &c., &c. 





COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions, issued 
since the lst January, 1907, may be purchased from Messrs. Wyman & 
Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C.:— 

















Annual. 
No, Place, Price, 
515 British Honduras .. an bed vei eae ve on 2d. 
516 Northern Nigeria .. io ove one coe od of ete BM, 
517 Bechuanaland Protectorate sii cna are oes wi hd. 
518 Leeward Islands ... dea bes one sea oan ann 24d. 
519 East Africa Protectorate.. si abe ans ove “a 7d. 
520 Seychelles ... oes sin - we aiie oon eat 2d. 
521 Hong Kong ‘id ‘ai 7” in ja a nn od. 
522 Falkland Islands ... i bia _ hed o“ en 13d. 
523 Ashanti... inte ie ian ‘ae a rts at 2d. 
524 Jamaica .«. see pon sald en oul one 34d. 
525 Uganda Protectorate... » us - sae a 2d. 
526 | St. Helena. ve dea aie nee on an ae 23d. 
527 | Ceylon a ie sid iol ai iis pi vain 34d. 
— | Stateof Brunei ... _ hi pre a an oy id. 
| 
- Miscellaneous. 
No. Place. | Price. 
39 Jamaica (Cayman Islands) we ove | lid, 
40 Northern Nigeria : Memorandum on the Taxation of Natives | 10d, 
Kast Africa Protectorate : Report on the Forests of Kenia...| 23d. 
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Government Publications. 





LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


Fetter Lane, E.C. 


Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
1907, may be obtained from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 





—— ——————— 





No. | Place. 
| - 
| EUROPE— 
Austria-Hungary. 
3859 | Trieste ... des ... 1906) 
Belgium : 
3752 | Antwerp — Shipping and 
Navigation, ... L906 
656 | Precautions taken in Bel- 
gium to combat ae 
lostomiasis.. 
Denmark : 
3741 | Denmark—F inances, 1903-4 
and 1904-5 . 
3746 | Denmark—Trade and Ship- 
ping (supplementary) 1905 
3862 | Denmark nth .-. 1906 
659 | Danish system of Taxation 
France and Colonies: 
8812 | Bordeaux 1906 
3783 | Calais .-- 1906 
3791 | Cherbourg 1906 
3779 | Corsica ... --- 1906 
3780 | Dunkirk _— .--1906 
3848 | French Budget for 1907 
3763 | French West Africa, 1905-6 
3807 | Marseilles -- 1906 
3805 | Nantes ... ‘ 22-1906 
3759 | New Caledonia oo 1906 
3840 | Pondicherry --- 1906 
3764 | Réunion ..-1906 
3773 | Rouen ... ..-1906 
3808 | Society Islands --- 1906 
German Empire: 
3845 | Baden ... .--1906 
3770 | Chemnitz ..- 1906 
3819 | Dantzig ..- 1906 
3847 | Frankfort ..-1906 
3796 | Germany 1906 
3765 | Leipzig... .-- 1906 
3810 | Pomerania on .-- 1906 
3766 | Wurtemburg ... .-- 1906 
G61 | Vine culture and Wine 
trade of Germany ... 
Greece: 
3786 | Corfu, Cephalonia, and 
Zante ... +1906 














Lyd. 


ld. 
1d. 


23d. 


ld. 


31d. 
Qhd. 


3d. 
ld. 
2d. 


23d. 


od. 


2id. 


ld. 
ld. 
ld. 
ld. 


1}d. 


1 d. 


Ad. 
Sad. 


2d. 
6d. 


63 d. 


ld. 


24d. 


1d, 


lid. 


| 
Price|| No. 





3806 
3821 
3809 


3785 
3818 


3781 
3795 | 
3799 | 
3768 | 


| 3778 


3744 


- 3820 


3833 


| 3754 


3790 
3743 
3811 
3762 


3749 
3787 


3775 
3835 
3797 
3834 
3745 
3792 | 
3852 


3816 


3836 


3846 | 


3831 


| B804 | 














Place, Price 
-EUROPE—Greece (cont.) | 
Cyclades ...1906| 1d, 
Greece— Finances .. 1906) 3d. 
Morea, #tolia and 
Acarnania ...1906| 13d. 
Pirzeus ... 1906] 25d. 
| Thessaly ...1906| 13d. 
Italy : 
Genoa ... +1906} 2d. 
"Italy—Finances 1906) 3d. 
| Lombardy .--1906| 2d, 
Rome eee ... 1906) 14d. 
[Sicily ... ss. «+ 1906} 23d. 
| South Italy --- 1906, hd. 
| Netherlands and Colonies: 
Java ...1906| 2d. 
| Rotterdam »»-1906) 14d. 
Portugal and Colonies: 
AZOTES «+s “ 1906) 4d. 
Beira... oes ...1906| 2d, 
Goa ...1905) 1d. 
Madeira 1906) 1d. 
Oporto ... 1906) 1d, 
Roumania: 
Roumania (supplementary)| 
1905 : | | 13d, 
Roumania 1906) 3d, 
| Russia : 
| Batoum... . .»1906; 2d. 
| Finland ..- 1906 12d. 
| Moscow .--1906) lid. 
| Odessa... "19061 8a. 
| Poland and Lithuania..1906 23d. 
| Rostov-on-Don .»-1906 ond. 
| Russia and District of 
St. Petersburg ...1906| 3d, 
| Taganrog .-- 1906) 14, 
| Spain: 
| Barcelona -»- 1906} 23d. 
| Bilbao ... ..- 1906 24d. 
| Cadiz ... 1906) 2d, 
| Galicia, Asturias and 
| Leon ... -1906) 14d, 
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| | 
No. Place. Price|| No. Place. — 
EUROPE (continued)— | _ AMERICA, SOUTH (cont.) 
Ecuador : 
Sweden : 3742 | Ecuador 01905 4d, 
3814 | Stockholm .».1906} 3d. | 
Urugua 
Turkey : 3855 | Uruguay . r 1906 2d. 
8767 | Adrianople ...1906| 4d. | 
3838 | Aleppo ... .--1906) 1d. | Venezuela: 
3798 | Beirut .. 1906} 14d.) 3772 | Caracas... 1906 2d. 
3830 | Bengazi 1905-6| 1d, 3757 | Ciudad Bolivar .--1906 4d. 
3776 | Constantinople .--1906| 23d. | 
3828 | Crete Ist 6 monthsof 1906 1hd. | AMERICA, CENTRAL— 
3851 | Erzeroum ..-1906| ld. | | Honduras: 
3829 | Monastir pm ...1906| 3d.| 3760 | Puerto Cortes... 1906) 4d. 
3771 | Palestine 1906! 1d. | 
iaitieeis sia — INDIES— 
— volo | Hayti ona ..-1906 1d. 
3747 | Abyssinia oon 1905-€| 2d. | 3753 | Santo Domingo, Ist six 
3750 | Liberia... .»-1906| 2d. | months of ...1906 13d. 
3827 | Port Said and Suez ...1906| 13a. 3842 | Santo Domingo ..1906 23d, 
3755 | Port Sudan ---190€| 1d. | 
3740 | Tunis ... ss. 1905! 2d. | ASIA— 
| | China : | 
AMERICA, NORTH— rat | Chinkiang ...1906, 14d. 
Mexico: | 32 | Hangchow ...1906| 1d. 
8751 | Mexican Budget... 1907-8) 1d. |) 3801 | Hankow ...1906| 2d. 
658 | Mexican Isthmus ‘(Te huan-| 3825 | Kiukiang ...1906) 1d. 
tepec) Railway . | 13d, | 3802 | Nanking ...1906) 3d. 
622 | Imports from the United | 3837 | Newchwang ...1906| 14d. 
Kingdom and Germany ...| 24d. 3824 | frmnree -..1906| 1d. 
naattane: | |e lete > eee 
nite ates: | eng Yue aa | ad. 
8813 | Boston .. «.. «-1906| 23d. 3841 | Wenchow ...1906| 3d. 
3782 | California, Nevada, “Utah. _ 3853 | Wuchow ss ...1906|) 13d. 
and Arizona ... ..1906} 34d. 3800 | Wuhu ... al 1906; 3d. 
$774 | Chicago... --- 1906 2. | | 
3784 | Hawaii... 1905-6) 13d. | Japan: | 
3849 | New Orleans ... ...1906) 21d 3826 | Hakodate ---1906) 1d. 
3794 | New York ..1906| 23d. 3505 | North Formosa --1906 lid. 
3856 | Philadelphia ...1906| 23d. 3861 | Shimonoseki ... --1906) 1d, 
3769 | Porto Rico ...1906| 1d. 3863 | Tainan (South Formos: a) 
3777 | States of Maryland, Vir- | 1906) 33d. 
ginia, West Virginia, and 3854 | Tairen (Dalny), last seven| . 
Kentucky ..1906| 23d. months of ...1906) 1d. 
3793 | States of Oregon, W ashing-| | 3543 | Yokohama , 1906; 23d, 
ton, and Idaho .. 1906) 3d. 660 | Japanese Paper Mills | ad. 
3857 | Texas ... sa 1906) 2d. | 
657 | Liquor Traffic Legislation | Persia : 
| of the United States | 53d. || 3358 | | Bunder Abbas and Lingah 
1906 2d, 
| AMERICA, SOUTH— 3748 | Ispahan and Yezd ...1905-6, 1d. 
| Argentina: | | 3839 | Kerman re 1906-7; 3d. 
3789 | Buenos Ayres... ...1906| 2d. | 3864 | Reshtand Asterabad, 1903-7 2d. 
Bolivia: | Siam : 
3758 | Bolivia... ..190€| 2d, | 3788  Saiburi and Puket ..1906 ld. 
Chile: PACIFIC ISLANDS— | 
8761 | Coquimbo _—a«... .-1906)} 1d, | 3850 1906 | ie. 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE 
BRANCH OF THE BOARD OF TRADE: 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade (No. 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and focussed in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. | 

On application being made to it either personally or by letter, 
the Branch supplies, so far as is possible, information with regard 
to the following subjects, viz.: Commercial Statistics; Matters 
relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and Customs Regulations ; 
Lists of firms abroad engaged in particular lines of business in 
different localities; Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender. 
Sources of Supply, Prices, &., of Trade Products; Forms of 
Certificates of Origin; Regulations concerning Commercial 
Travellers, &c., &c. There is a Sample Room at the offices of the 
Branch, where, in addition to samples illustrative of reports of 
H.M. Consuls or of the Correspondents or Special Commissioners 
of the Board of Trade, specimens of special interest that may be 
received from the Imperial Institute, India, or the Colonies, &c., 
are exhibited from time to time. 

The Governments of India, Canada, and Queensland, also the 
Governments of the Transvaal and Orange River Colony, have 
established, in proximity to the Commercial Intelligence Branch, 
at 73, Basinghall Street, special offices for dealing with trade 
matters (see next page). 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch, and intended for general information, is conveyed to the 
public. The ‘‘ Journal ” is issued weekly at the price of 3d. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; in 
Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd; and in Dublin to Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street. Copies may also be obtained from 
Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, Cornhill, E.C. 
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SPECIAL INDIAN AND COLONIAL 
TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES. 

India.—The India Trade Enquiry Office at 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C., has been established for the purpose of supplying 
the general public withall available information as to the commercial 
products, manufactures and trades of British India. 

The office is under the superintendence of an India Office official, 
who is in daily attendance to answer personal or written enquiries. 

The current publications of the Government of India dealing 
with Indian Trade statistics, tariff charges, railways, economic 
products, &c., are kept in the office, and can be consulted free: the 
various Indian Directories are also filed. 

Canada.—The Canadian Government have secured premises at 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., where an office has been 
opened under the designation of “Canadian Government City 
Trade Branch,” for the convenience of the commercial community. 

In due course it is intended to equip and maintain a display 
room, illustrating the products, resources and manufactures of the 
Dominion. In the meantime, a Canadian representative attends 
daily to deal with enquiries and applications regarding Canadian 
import and export trade, and to supply information about 
Canadian matters generally. Personal appointments can be 
arranged when desired. 

Queensland.— For the convenience of the commercial community 
in the City of London, the Agent-General for Queensland has 
opened a branch office at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., 
where a representative attends daily to give information to 
enquirers regarding trade, mining, and all other matters relating 
to Queensland. 

A collection of articles representative of the pastoral, agricultural, 
and mining industries of Queensland is on view, and information 
regarding these industries can be obtained at the Office, as above. 

Transvaal and Orange River Colony.—A ‘Trade Enquiry Office 
has been opened at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., by the Govern- 
ments of the Transvaal and Orange River Colony, on the lines of 
the agency established at the same address by the Government of 
Cape Colony, but under the general direction of the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Superintendent in charge of the Office deals with, and 
supplies free, information in regard to the products and resources 
of the two Colonies, the opportunities they present to the settler, 
their railway facilities, the regulations of all kinds in force in 
them affecting trade, &c., &e. 

South Australia.—T'he Government of South Australia have 
established a Produce Department at the offices of the Agent 
General, Threadneedle House, 28, Bishopsgate Street Within, 
London, H.C. Mr. A. H. M. Norton, the Commercial Agent, is in 
charge of this department, and he will supply, free of cost, full 
information regarding the exports from South Australia of all sorts 
of Produce. 

The South Australian Government intend very shortly to send 
to London specimens of every description of South Australian 
Produce, and these will be displayed in one of the offices of the 
Commercial Agent’s Department. 
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SPECIAL INDIAN AND COLONIAL TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES—continued. 


Cape of Good Hope.—The Government of the Cape of Good Hope 
have offices at 98, Victoria Street, London, S.W., for the purpose 
of a Commercial Agency for that Colony, under the superintendence 
of the Trades Commissioner, who, together with the Commercial 
Agent, deals with, and supplies free, information on trade subjects 
connected with the Colony, such as commercial products, industries, 
trade, tariff regulations, commercial statistics, railway rates, 
prospects for emigration, &c., &c. 


IMPERIAL INSTITUTE. 


The Imperial Institute at South Kensington was transferred by 
Act of Parliament to the control of the Board of Trade on the 
lst January, 1903. ‘The work formerly carried on by the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Office of the Institute is now conducted by 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Imperial Institute is chiefly occupied with the systematic 
investigation and illustration of the principal resources of India 
and the Colonies. It includes :— 

1. The Galleries, containing collections of economic products, 
&c., illustrative of the natural and commercial resources of British 
Possessions. These are open free to the public daily (except on Sun- 
days) from 10 am. to 5 p.m., in Summer, and from 10 a.m. to 
4p.m.in Winter. Information and publications concerning India 
and the Colonies, their products, industries, prospects for emigra- 
tion, &c., may be obtained on verbal application at the Central 
stand in the galleries, or applications may be addressed in writing 
to the Director of the Imperial Institute, South Kensington, S.W. 
From time to time samples and specimens of raw and manufactured 
products will be shown in the sample room attached to the offices 
of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade at 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

2. The Scientific and Technical Department with extensive 
laboratories specially equipped for the purpose of investigating 
problems connected with tropical agriculture and development. 
In this Department new or little known natural products from 
India and the Colonies, and commercial products from new 
sources, received through the Government of the countries con- 
cerned, are examined with a view to their valuation and utilisation. 

3. The Library and Reading Rooms, containing a large collection 
of Indian and Colonial. works of reference, which are regularly 
supplied with the principal official publications of India and the 
Colonies, and with many of the principal newspapers, periodicals 
and maps of the United Kingdom, India, and the Colonies. 

4. Conference and Meeting Rooms which are available under 
certain conditions for the purpose of meetings, lectures, &c., on 
subjects of importance to India and the Colonies. 

5. ‘he “‘ Bulletin of the Imperial Institute.” This publication, 
which is now issued quarterly, includes reports on investigations 
conducted at the Imperial Institute, and also special articles 
relating to recent developments in tropical agriculture and in 
the utilisation of raw materials. The ‘ Bulletin” may be 
obtained at the Imperial Institute, South Kensington, or from 
Messrs, Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, E.C., price one shilling per number. 














